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Friday 6 May 1949 
At 6.30 am, with great interest from others, we left Achterberg in two cars, one van, and 
the jeep, and with 10 suitcases. Arrived in Rotterdam at 8.30 am. At 9:52 the D-train 
departed from Rotterdam and via Roosendaal (customs) and Brussels (13:45) we traveled 
to Paris where we arrived at 18:15. Lots of passport control along the way. In Paris we 
overnight at Hotel Terminus Nord near Gare du Nord, where we had arrived. Had dinner 
in Chantilly, near the hotel, for about 2000 francs. From Holland we brought 9000 French 
francs, 5 pounds sterling and 910 Canadian dollars. Hotel cost was 2560 francs. 
 
Saturday 7 May 1949  
Got up at 6.30 am and left at about 8.15 by bus for St. Lazarre station, where we bought 
17 kg of bananas at 180 francs per kilo. Bus cost 1400 francs. At 9.45 am we left Paris for 
Le Hâvre, where we arrived at 1 pm. From the station we walked with our luggage to the 
quay, where our ship 'Scythia' lay ready. Ship departed about 3 o’clock. Didn't get seasick 
today. Played a lot of table tennis and went to bed at 11. Had a nice meal at 2 pm and 
again at 7 pm. 
 
Sunday 8 May 1949 
Got up sick at half past seven. Didn't eat in the morning and tried to throw up. Felt better 
in the afternoon but threw up in the evening just before going to bed at 10.30. We sleep in 
a room with 24 double bunks. Han and Jan feel very miserable in the morning. Gerrit is 
even worse than Han. Wim van Doesburg is not bothered by anything and eats lots. In the 
evening we had a chat with a French-speaking Pole and showed him some pictures. 
 
Monday 9 May 1949 
Got up slightly dizzy. Ate well but it did not help much. Sat and read for some time and 
then played chess with Wim van Doesburg and wrote in the diary. Nothing special, 
except that we went to a German movie in the evening, which was quite boring. Clock set 
back an hour. 
 
Tuesday 10 May 1949 
Nothing special. Another movie entitled 'Symbol des Glücks'. We get coffee in bed at 7 
am and eat breakfast at 9. At 1 o'clock we eat again. At half past three we get tea with 
currant bread, and we eat again at 7 o'clock. The meal is served in two shifts, the second 
an hour later than the first. We are part of the second shift. Clock back an hour. 
 
Wednesday 11 May 1949 
There is more wind. Until now, the sea has been very calm, but it is starting to liven up. 
We have been in a fog bank once already. The table tennis we played the first few days is 
over, with two balls broken and the third gone. In the evening a lot of wind and splashing 
waves. We have already had a life jacket practice. There are 35 lifeboats that we hope not 
to need.   
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Dad, Wim van Doesburg, Gerrit, Han, Jan, and I sleep in room B35, the rest in B30. The 
ship has 6 decks: Boat Deck and A, B, C, D, and E-Deck. On Boat Deck and A and B-
Deck we can walk outside. Clock back an hour.  
 
Thursday 12 May 1949 
At 8:30 am every day all passengers have to leave their rooms until 11. Then everything 
is cleaned up by the Room Officer, and the captain comes to inspect. Passengers can go to 
the Library, the Smoking Room,  or the Lounges.   In the morning a boat from the 
Norwegian McCormack Line catches up with us and sails past a short distance away. The 
clock is now put back a half hour. This will turn into a total of 5 hours. 
 
Friday 13 May 1949 
This morning played chess with Gerrit. Last night went to the movie 'Abenteur in 
Brasilian'. We are in heavy fog all day, which clears towards evening. Every 2 minutes the 
foghorn howls. There are 2108 people on board, 1768 passengers and 430 crew. The ship 
has a capacity of 19761 tonnes.  In the evening at 9.30 we see a lighthouse at a great 
distance.  
 
Saturday 14 May 1949 
It is very foggy in the morning, but by 10:30 it clears.  We have covered the following 
distances, from noon to noon: 

May 7  297 miles 
May 8  371 miles 
May 9 376 miles 
May 10  372 miles 
May 11  347 miles 
May 12 355 miles 
Total  2118 miles 

 
In the evening we sail into the mouth of the St. Lawrence. At 8.30 a number of Dutchmen, 
including us, sing patriotic songs. Clock back half an hour. 
 
Sunday 15 May 1949 
We get up at 5 o'clock, and can see the coast a short distance away. Behind it snow-
covered mountains. Villages along the coast. Later on no more mountains. Lots of farm 
land. We sail close to the right bank of the St. Lawrence. At 11:10 we are docked in 
Quebec, where two tugs have towed us.  
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Part 2 
Our Life in Canada 

16 May 1949 to 6 November 1980 
 

by 
Johannes Jacobus van den Born  

 
Note: The material in this part of the document was extracted from Dad’s handwritten 
diaries in 2006 by William Vanden Born, oldest son in the family. It includes everything 
judged relevant for family members but does not include descriptions of most routine farm 
activities or events. 
In December 2020 the Dutch text was translated into English via Google Translate, with 
frequent surprising results. Most of the odd words or phrases have been changed into more 
appropriate language. Names of family members and others have been left largely 
unchanged. Insertions of (…) indicate that the text in Dad’s handwritten diary was not 
legible. 

5 
Monday 16 May 1949 
We left the ship at about 4 pm and got on the train that left at about 7. The trip through Quebec and 
Ontario begins. Not a great first impression of Canada: lots of rocks and forests. The train stops at every 
small station. A transfer in Winnipeg, then on to Edmonton, where we arrive Friday morning 20 May.  
A warm welcome by Kannegieter and Joe van Doesburg, who pick us up with a truck. In the evening we 
go to the Immigration Hall. We eat there or at Kannegieter’s. Although our furniture has not arrived yet, 
we decided to go to the  farm as soon as possible. Went to church in Edmonton on Sunday. Arrived at the 
farm on Tuesday morning 24 May at about 7 am, brought there by Jacob Vanden Brink and Kannegieter. 
Joe Van Doesburg had brought the newly purchased tractor there on Saturday. 
At Kannegieter signed promissory note for $1500, maturing 23 May 1950, interest 5%. This was the 
remainder owing for the purchase of tractor and disk, after I paid him $449 in travellers cheques and cash. 
After arrival started plowing  immediately, first a piece for potatoes; planted three bags (100 lb each) on 
May 26. It had been dry for a long time before our arrival but during the week of 23-28 May it was wet. By 
Friday evening, 15 acres of land was ready to be seeded to wheat. On Saturday, however, it was too wet to 
seed. During the course of the week made an agreement with neighbour Erickson that he will have the 
pasture this year and that in return he will get the necessary grain seed for us and do all the seeding. We 
will pay for the seed. 
 
Sunday, 29 May 1949 
Did not attend church. In the morning we walked over the entire farm with the boys. 
 
30 May 1949 
The 15 acres of land that were ready for seeding were seeded today with Thatcher wheat; great weather for 
this. Got 25 bushels seed wheat from Jackson for $39.50. The trucker for the Cöop. Assn. Ltd. brought 
two barrels of 45 gallons of purple gas each for $20.26. He is willing to bring us a cow, to be delivered on 
Wednesday or Thursday. Milk yield approx. 10 quarts, price expected $150 to $160. Plowing for oat land 
continued, wife and boys seed vegetables. 
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31 May 1949 
Sent a letter to district agriculturist Mr. JM Fontaine in Edmonton. The address courtesy Mr. AJC 
Charnetski, Livestock Supervisor, Department of Agriculture, Edmonton. During our visit on May 23 Mr. 
Charnetski also provided two addresses for purebred Yorkshire gilts: NJ Shopland in Rochester, Alta., and 
AE Pearce, in Tawatinaw. Mr. Charnetski also informed me that Mr. Fontaine was in Morinville on 
Tuesdays.  
For Willem's studies, he recommended the Provincial Schools of Agriculture at Vermilion and Olds. 
Feeders Day will be held at the university on June 11. Dr. Clandinin is poultry professor at the University 
of Alberta. In the letter to Fontaine I asked him to visit us on June 8. If this does not suit him, asked him 
to inform us before Friday when it would suit him. I will then go to the post office on Saturday. 

6 
Also sent letters to ( … ) Schuurman in Rotterdam to confirm bill of lading, a letter to Rev. De Koekkoek 
for information about church, a letter to Pels by airmail, a letter from Jan to Wim Spies. Seventeen acres of 
land are ready now to seed with oats. I went to Stitsen, through arrangement by Erickson, to buy seed oats. 
In the evening he brought 51 bushels of oats with his truck, cleaned, at 70 cents per bushel. Paid him with 
a cheque for $10 and $25.70 cash, total $35.70. 
Also agreed with him that he will provide two Yorkshire sows in about 4 weeks, approx. 200 lb each. We 
have to pay the same price he received for the other pigs he has shipped. He will deliver the sows.  
In the morning, on the way to Busby, visited McMillan, who has a hammer mill with which he does 
custom work for others. If there is enough to grind he will do it here; smaller amounts can be brought to 
him at home. Cost will be 2 to 3 cents  per bushel, depending on quantity. Monday evening May 30, 
Jackson visited here. Seeding one acre to sweet clover requires 14 lb seed, at about 20 cents per lb.  
The roads here run as indicated below. [Note: Diagram shows north-south roads every mile and east-west 
roads every two miles. Diagram is not included here.]  
To insulate walls against the cold, Edwards Sr. recommends fiberglass insulation; it is fireproof and does 
not attract mice. Money still on hand at night: $21.88 in cash, $520 in cheques. 
 
1 June 1949 
Plowing continued. Oats seeded on 16 acres. In the evening Jaap van den Brink comes to let us know that 
the truck and box with furniture have arrived. 
 
2 June 1949 
Truck picked up and partly unloaded. Because of a miscalculation in Holland we have to pay an additional 
$120.30. We also cashed in the train tickets from Edmonton to Busby that we did not use. The money 
will be transferred to the Hobokenbank. 
 
3 June 1949 
Crate with furniture picked up and partly unloaded. Letter from Rev. De Koekkoek in Edmonton that we 
need to register in Neerlandia. Harm Wierenga visits us regarding church and about emigration by van den 
Brink. 
 
4 June 1949 
Part of the barley land is plowed and harrowed and ready for seeding. Unloading of crate continued. Crate 
placed behind the house. Picked up two black broody chickens from Erickson. 
 
5 June 1949  
Two chickens set on 30 eggs. Went to church in Barrhead in the afternoon. Met J. van Hemert, two blocks 
west, Barrhead.  
 
6 June 1949 
Had plowshares (…) sharpened. Cost (…) $2.95. From Mr. Gibson obtained 50 bu barley, uncleaned, 
$1.25 per bu. Treated with formaldehyde. Will be seeded by Erickson tomorrow. 
Mr. JM Fontaine, district agriculturist, visits in the afternoon. He offers the following advice: In the ‘barley 
field’ on the north quarter, seed Olli barley, 1 bu/acre (seed before June 15), sweet clover mixture 10 
lb/acre, creeping red fescue 2 lb/acre. The clover and grass seed should be sown with a grass seeder 
attachment to the drill or with a cyclone seeder. Olli barley is a 60-day barley, but count on 70 days. The 
price of a cyclone seeder is about $3.50. 
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Mr. Fontaine will phone the post office in Busby to let us know where Olli barley is available. HE Mirus, 
4 miles west of Busby can tell me where 600 lb sweet clover can be obtained, possibly his neighbour. I can 
also ask Mr. Gibson. The price of sweet clover seed is approx. 10 cents per lb. I have to go to the post 
office at Busby or call Mr. Fontaine from Mr. McCoomb to find out if I can get sweet clover seed. The 
phone number for Mr. Fontaine in Edmonton is 28985. When grain is used as cover crop (nurse crop or 
associated crop), never use more than half the normal amount of seed. For barley it is normally 2 bu per 
acre, for oats 2.5 bu per acre. If you want to seed barley on land where thistles grow, do it early (approx. 10 
May), with Olli barley. When the barley is ripe, the thistle is only in bud and produces no seed yet. 
Against wild oats do not seed Olli barley until late because wild oats does not germinate after the [soil?] 
temperature reaches about 55F, around June 15. If one sows sweet clover together with grain, let it grow to 
about 16 inches the following year. One can then cut as much as is needed for hay and plow the rest under 
as green manure. Let the hayed part grow back to about 10 inches and then plow it under also. Keep the 
land black after plowing.  
[Note: Not included here is a section with seeding recommendations for pasture for sows and some other 
related information ] 
Cash on hand $357.05. 
 
7 June 1949 
Broody hen borrowed from Erickson and set on 15 eggs. Erickson starts seeding 20 acres of barley. Bought 
50 bu seed barley from Mr. Gibson at $1.25 per bu which after cleaning yielded approx. 40 bu. 
 
8 June 1949 
Erickson seeded a total of 20 acres of barley; must still have enough for approx. 10 acres. We went to 
Mirus in the afternoon on June 7. He  advises me not to seed everything to sweet clover as this seed never 
leaves the ground again. He recommends doing a part with red clover and to use crop rotation; I agree with 
this. In the morning picked up 339 lb sweet clover seed by Mr. Schnirer, at 10 cents per lb, 
In the evening went to the post office; newspapers from Holland, a letter from Polderman, and one from 
Shopland in Rochester about pigs. Mr. Fontaine had called the post office to let me know I can get Olli 
barley at Steffes Bros., 1.5 miles east of Westlock, for $1.25 per bu. Mr. V. Kelley in Pickardville has a 
purebred boar. 
Went to N.J. Shopland in Rochester with the truck and bought thee purebred gilts. One came from 
Advanced Registry Sow, cost $50, one from a March farrow, at $40, and one more from a March farrow at 
$35. Total cash paid $125. 
On the way back I was going to pick up Olli barley in Westlock but this did not work with the pigs on the 
truck, so agreed to come back next afternoon. In Westlock bought gas, $3.80. 
Engine trouble between Westlock and Pickardville. Paid $8.15 for repairs in Pickardville. Truck still runs 
poorly, and stops one mile from home. Towed home with the tractor. The lights then also do not work; 
probably a short circuit. The weather has stayed dry so far. 
 
10 June 1949 
Finished seeding 31 acres of barley today. Picked up Olli barley at Steffes Bros. near Westlock. Not 
weighed. Had it weighed in Busby at elevator; slip to be sent to Steffes Bros., Morinville. Send money 
still owing to Morinville. In Pickardville paid $5.75 for auto repair. Plowing of field on north quarter 
completed today. 
 
11 June 1949 
From Polderman received $72.64 by postal money order: $50 principal and $22.64 interest. Went to 
Feeders' Day at the university. Bus travel cost $2.45. Joe and Jaap van den Brink will come Saturday night 
next week if the weather is good. Cash on hand $133.07. 
 
12 June 1949 
Went to Baptist church and visited Mirus. 
 
13 June 1949 
Went to Busby. Had truck weighed with Olli barley. Truck and barley weigh 9500 lb. Elevator man will 
notify us when a permit to deliver grain must be applied for. In the evening we got five broody chickens 
(Belrose, $1 each) and set them. Old wood cleared and cut. Erickson will come Wednesday. 
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14 June 1949 
Did some carpentry and cleanup. Had barley ground at Mcmillan’s. Mixed with 100 lb supplement for the 
pigs. Picked up the supplement yesterday in Busby at $5.30 per 
100 lb. 
 
15 June 1949 
Erickson was to come to seed but did not show. Tractor broken. Oldenburg brings two barrels of tractor 
gasoline. Tractor part brought to Oldenburg who will take care of it in Edmonton. Oldenburg goes to 
Edmonton every Monday and Thursday. 
Had empty truck weighed at elevator: weight 6540 lb. The barley supplied by Steffes Bros. therefore was 
9500 - 6540 = 2960 lb = 64 bu 32 lb. 
 
16 June 1949 
Brush cleared. Had plowshares sharpened. Paid for two sharpenings at $1.20: $2.40. Gasoline $3.90. 
 
17 June 1949 
Donald Ball does not accept warranty for tractor part. Part cost $10, freight $0.35. Erickson starts seeding 
barley (Olli barley). 
 
18 June 1949 
Another piece of land plowed, disked, and harrowed; to be seeded with barley and sweet clover. Erickson 
finishes seeding part of the north quarter with Olli barley. Stitsen brings two sows; paid him in part, $60. 
Agreed with him that Wim will work for him next week for $3 a day plus room and board. I will bring the 
rest of the money on Friday. 
Joe and Jaap van den Brink come in the evening. Joe tells me that Kannegieter believes we are a bit too 
quick with seeding, pigs, and the like. Joe did not bring the $200 he [Kannegieter] had promised but says 
he will send it. Joe will sell the truck for us. 
 
19 June 1949 
Went to church in Barrhead. Van Hemert wants an additional 200 cigars; promised 100. Truck sent with 
Joe van Doesburg. He will have it appraised. Minimum price $1400. 
Letters sent on June 18 to CJ Zaayer, M. van Dolderen, DF van de Scheur, Bongers, Steffes Bros. (with 
payment for seed barley), CPR Rotterdam about the $120 charge, Polderman. I gave Joe a letter for 
Kannegieter. Farmer’s way of farming defended. 
 
20 June 1949 
Finished seeding 33 + 8 acres to Olli barley (1 bu per acre). A sow we bought from Stitsen taken to boar at 
McMillan’s. 
 
21 June 1949 
Sweet clover seeding not yet finished. Picked up one sow from McMillan and brought another one (from 
Stitsen) there. The eggs of the NH Bl. all turn out to be dirty. Set a chicken on six turkey eggs and another 
on 13 eggs from Erickson. 
 
22 June 1949 
Finished seeding 33 acres with sweet clover. The seeding was a bit uneven, lighter on the west part of the 
field, heavier on the east part. After a long dry period, several showers today. Letters written to . . . 
 
23 June 1949 
Bush cleared. Sow picked up from the boar at McMillan's. Except for a $12 cheque, not a penny in the 
house anymore and about $40 owing to Stitsen. News from Kannegieter that he does not want to provide 
any further financial help. So prospects are difficult. On the flip side, it is nice that after a very dry couple of 
weeks we now have had a wonderful rain. Today was especially good in this regard. 
 
24 June 1949 
Sent Wim to Barrhead with tractor, with 500 cigars. He returns with a cheque for $60. 
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25 June 1949 
Paid Stitsen the money still owing for the sows, $42. Letter sent to Kannegieter. Kept general, no special 
items included, [money] issues not discussed. Sawed wood in the afternoon. 
 
25 June 1949 
Attended Baptist Church. 
 
26 June 1949 
Talked to Erickson about his cattle coming onto our land. Agreed to meet to fix the fences. Part of it got 
done this afternoon. Boys put more asphalt paper on barn roof. 
 
27 June 1949 
Fences built with Erickson. 
 
28 June 1949 
Fences built with Erickson. 
 
29 June 1949 
Fences built with Erickson. Some bush cleared. 
 
30 June 1949 
Bush cleared. In the evening made a deal with Mike Borys that we will move his house for $15 and dig a 
hole for his new house, 28 x 24 x 4.5 ft, for $70. 
 
1.July 1949 
Moved house for Mike Borys. Got $15 for it. 
 
2 July 1949 
Digging for Borys. 
 
3 July 1949 
To church with Mennonites at camp on the lake. Quite a bit of rain. 
 
4 July 1949 
Boys put in (…) restored. Letters written to . . .  
 
5 July 1949 
Digging for Borys continued. 
 
6 July 1949 
Digging for Borys continued. 
 
7-9 July 1949 
Digging for Borys. 
 
11 July 1949 
Built fence in the morning. Digging for Borys in the afternoon. 
 
12 July 1949 
Digging for Borys. 
 
13 July 1949 
Digging for Borys. 
 
14 July 1949 
Digging for Borys completed. Received $70. 
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15 July 1949 
Started summerfallow plowing on north quarter. Agreement made with Sylvester to clean and burn brush 
on new land for $100 and four young piglets that he will deliver around the end of September or the 
beginning of October. Had a sow bred again at McMillan’s. 
 
16 July 1949 
Plowed summerfallow on north quarter. In the afternoon a lot of rain after a long drought. 
 
17 July 1949 
A lot of rain almost the entire Sunday. 
 
18 July 1949 
Started clearing brush for Sylvester. Summerfallow continues. Erickson will cut the hay area west of the 
house, for which we will pay him. Letter written to . . . 
 
19 July 1949 
Plow summerfallow. Brush clearing Sylvester. 
 
20 July 1949 
As on July 19  
 
21-22 July 1949 
Brush clearing Sylvester. Help dig basement for Edwards. 
 
23 July 1949 
Hay brought in. Boys clean up land for Sylvester. One acre behind pig run spread with 100 lb ammonium 
sulfate. 
 
25 July 1949 
General letter written [to Holland]. Asked Pels to send information about: [List of twenty things that 
mostly concern the business in Achterberg] 
Visit from F. [Frits] W. Schuld and A. [Aart] van Zeggelaar. 
 
26 July 1949 
Frits Schuld and Aart van Zeggelaar leave. Boys fill gaps in log house walls. Letters written to . . . 
 
27 July 1949 
Brush clearing Sylvester. 
 
28 July 1949 
Electric fence built. 
 
29 July 1949 
Brush clearing Sylvester. 
 
30 July 1949 
Brush clearing Sylvester. Since July 16 often rainy now, good for crop growth again; a few days in between 
it was almost dry, but most days are rainy. This evening spread 200 pounds of fertilizer on grass land, 
partly ammonium phosphate, partly 4-12-4. 
 
1 August 1949 
Sawed wood, turned hay. 
 
2 August 1949 
Disking, burning thistle, cleared straw stack away. 
 
3 August 1949 
Posts made for electric fence and worked on the fence. Brought hay in. 
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4 August 1949 
Brush burning Sylvester, hay brought in, plowed. Wim is working away from home. 
 
5 August 1949 
Two boys to Mike, 10 am. Worked on electric fence. 
 
6 August 1949 
Two boys to Mike, 9 am. Brush burned for Sylvester. 
 
8 August 1949 
Not working because of rain. 
 
9 August 1949 
Old fences cleaned up, electric fence installed. 
 
10 August 1949 
Sawed wood, raked hay, burned brush Sylvester. 
 
11 August 1949 
Brush burned Sylvester, hay brought in. 
 
12 August 1949 
Wim van Doesburg out working. Brush burning Sylvester. Letters sent to . . . . 
 
13 August 1949 
Small jobs [Dutch: kleine werkzaamheden] because of rain. Raspberry plants and currant cuttings picked up 
from Edwards. 
 
15 August 1949 
Letters written to . . . 
Plowed part of grass field west of house. Boys burn brush for Sylvester. 
 
16 August 1949 
Plowing continued. Help Edwards with haying in afternoon. Wim van Doesburg, Gerrit, I, Han, and Jan. 
 
17 August 1949 
Helped Edwards with haying all day. Wim plowed and disked. 
 
18 August 1949 
In the afternoon Wim and Gert help with haying at Edwards. Wim v. D. disking. 
 
19 August 1949 
Plowed north of wheat field. 
 
20 August 1949 
Not working because of much rain.  
 
22 August 1949 
Plowed on north quarter summerfallow, shallow. Stopped in the evening because of heavy rain. Went to 
the bull with our cow, but did not get her bred. Uncertain. Letters written to . . . 
 
23 August 1949 
New toilet built. 
 
24 August 1949 
Plowed, some brush cut. 
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25 August 1949 
Plowed west of the house. 
 
26 August 1949 
Cultivated, plowed for summerfallow. 
 
27 August 1949 
Disking, pigpen packed with straw. 
 
28 August 1949 
Visit from Uncle Hendrik [Kannegieter]. 
 
29 August 1949 
Plowed. In afternoon helped Edwards make hay. 
 
30 August 1949 
Plowed, disked. Wim helps Edwards cut oats in  afternoon. 
 
31August 1949 
Disked north of wheat field and on north quarter. Others stooked at Edwards’. 
 
1 September 1949 
One man disked and plowed, others stooked at Edwards’. 
 
2 September 1949 
Plowed. Stooking at Edwards’. 
 
3 September 1949 
Plowed. Stooking at Edwards’. Letter sent to . . . 
 
4 September 1949 
Last night first frost. Potatoes and beans slightly frozen. Sylvester says that piglets are born. 
 
5 September 1949 
Last night a bit heavier frost, but not serious. Wim v. D. plowing, others stooking at Edwards’. 
 
6 September 1949 
Went to Edmonton. $120.30 refund received from CPR. Stooking at Edwards. 
 
7 September 1949 
Disked on north quarter and north of wheat. Stooking at Edwards’. Pressure in tractor tires for plowing 
should be 12 lb in one wheel and 16 lb in the wheel that runs in the furrow. 
 
8 September 1949 
Disked, stooking and haying for Edwards. 
 
9 September 1949 
Plowed. Two men help make hay for Edwards. 
 
10 September 1949 
Clear brush, saw wood. Gerrit disks at Edwards’. Very sudden change in the weather. Still hot yesterday, 
but today cold with a few snow showers. 
 
11 September 1949 
Last night quite frosty, ice on water the thickness of glass. 
 
12 September 1949 
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Last night heavy frost for this time of year. Beans were frozen  yesterday already, potato tops also frozen 
now. Unripe grain almost certainly also. Potatoes dug today, yield poor. Cow to bull; not known whether 
she is bred. 
 
13 September 1949 
Cut wheat and bundles stooked. 
 
14 September 1949 
Cut oats and barley. 
 
15 September 1949 
Cut oats and barley. Two sows that were bred seem to be in heat or they have lost their piglets. The 
possibility that it resulted from eating frozen clover is not excluded. 
 
16 September 1949 
Rainy. In the morning the rest of the cut oats and barley are stooked. Much rain late in the evening. A pig 
in heat, the ‘cheeky one’. Letters written to . . . 
 
17 September 1949 
Not working because of rain. Wim and Gert stook oats and barley. One of the sows, Stitsen, in heat. 
 
19 September 1949 
Boys out working. Disked part of field north of wheat. Half a day. Rainy in the afternoon. 
 
20 September 1949 
Boys out working. Chopped wood myself. Disked on north quarter in afternoon. 
 
21 September 1949 
Rest of barley cut on south quarter. Started cutting barley on north quarter. Boys out working. 
 
22 September 1949 
Olli barley cut on north quarter. Boys out working. 
 
23 September 1949 
Disked on north quarter and north of wheat field with single disk. 
 
24 September 1949 
Cut barley, put wheat in a stack. Boys out working. Visit from Rev. Hoekstra and HA Wierenga. 
 
25 September 1949 
Went to church in Westlock for the first time with Rev. Hoekstra. 
 
26 September 1949 
Part of barley cut and stooked. Boys out working. 
 
27 September 1949 
Boys out working. Barley cut and stooked. 
 
28 September 1949 
Boys out working. Helped bringing in Edwards’ alfalfa. Thirteen young piglets bought from Lunger for 
$100. 
 
29 September 1949 
Boys out working. Barely stooked. 
 
30 September 1949 
Boys out working. Barley stooked. 
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1 October 1949 
Boys out working. Worked as field pitcher at Edwards’.  
Letter sent to . . . 
 
3 October 1949 
Boys out working. Chopped trees in the afternoon. 
 
4 October 1949 
Boys out working. Picked rocks. 
 
5 October 1949 
Boys out working. In the morning chopped trees. Barley with thistles thrown into a pile. 
 
6 October 1949 
Boys out working. Barley re-stooked, thistles burnt in afternoon. 
 
7 October 1949 
Snow showers. Boys out working. Spruce trees planted. Small jobs done by the house. 
 
8 October 1949 
Small jobs. Boys out working. Letters sent to . . . 
 
10 October 1949 
Threshed: 138 bu wheat, 416.5 bu oats. Cultivated on north quarter. 
 
11 October 1949 
Threshed: 398 bu barley from 33 acres, variety OAC 21. 
 
12 October 1949 
Threshed: 175 bu Olli barley, cover crop. Jan and Han worked two fields with springtooth harrow. 
 
13 October 1949 
Small jobs and grinding. 
 
14 October 1949 
Grinding and small jobs. 
 
15 October 1949 
Picked rocks. Grinding and small jobs..  
 
17 October 1949 
Pig pens banked with straw. Disked 15 acres wheat stubble. Horse picked up from Larson. Letters written 
to . . . 
 
18 October 1949 
Pig pens banked with straw. Weed seeds from threshing collected for grinding for pigs. Mixed 2000 lb 
feed. 
 
19 October 1949 
House banked with straw, also pig pens and log house. Ground weed seeds. 
 
20 October 1949 
Brush cleared. 
 
21 October 1949 
Disked barley and oat field. Picked rocks. 
 
22 October 1949 
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Sawed wood. Small jobs. Wrote to . . . 
 
24 October 1949 
To Edmonton. Bought shoes etc. for winter. 
 
25 October 1949 
To Edmonton. Visited P. Elzinga for jobs for boys and Bertha. Also went to employment office. Boys put 
straw around well and picked rocks. 
 
26 October 1949 
Picked rocks. Disked rest of barley and oat fields. 
 
27 October 1949 
Brush cleared. 
 
28 October 1949 
Picked rocks. Written to . . . 
 
29 October 1949 
Small jobs. 
 
30 October 1949 
Dien Schuld and J. van Ee and wife visited. Address J. v. Ee is 10050 - 84 ave., Edmonton. 
 
31 October 1949 
Picked rocks. Improved pig fence. Written to. . . 
 
1 November 1949 
Boys out working. In the morning cleared brush and in the afternoon picked rocks. 
 
2 November 1949 
Boys out working. In the morning cleared brush and in the afternoon picked rocks. 
 
3 November 1949 
Bertha hired out to P. Amby Lenon, 10615 - 81 ave., Edmonton, at $40 per month. 
 
4 November 1949 
Boys out working. Picked rocks myself with Han and Jan and hauled them off the field. 
 
5 November 1949 
Mixed 3000 lb pig feed. 
 
7 November 1949 
Cleared brush. Paced off a few pieces of land to measure area. The field west of the house is 14 acres, the 
area north of wheat field is 14.5 acres, the summerfallow parcel on north quarter is 26.5 acres, Hotfield is 4 
acres. 
 
8 November 1949 
Boys out working. Went to Busby about seed oats and seed. Picked rocks in afternoon. The first week of 
November had mostly summer-like weather, temperatures above 70 F. Last night a little night frost, today 
a bit colder but not freezing. 
 
9 November 1949 
Boys out working. Plowed 8 acres of uncut barley. 
Written to. . . 
 
10 November 1949 
Two boys out working. Picked rocks. Foggy weather with light frost. 
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11 November 1949 
Gerrit out working. Cleared brush in morning, picked rocks in afternoon. Finished picking rocks on the 49-
acre field. 
 
12 November 1949 
Plowed on north quarter. Small jobs. Gerrit out working. 
 
14 November 1949 
Boar picked up from Matt Haisan. We can have it for a month. Bred the sow with large vulva and largest 
spot on left ear. Picked rocks in afternoon and plowed the rest of north quarter. 
 
15 November 1949 
Plowed drainage furrows on north quarter. Cleared brush. Plowed barley field. 
 
16 November 1949 
Gerrit and Willem out working. Wim v. D. goes to H. Jones (dairy) in Edmonton. Picked up by P. 
Elzinga from Edmonton. Initially he will earn $50 a month, with the possibility of $60.  
Purchased 10,000 lb ammonium phosphate 16-20-0 from Spargo Bros in Alcomdale, at $57 per ton from 
warehouse, for delivery in April. If we pick it up from train car, the price will be $55 per ton. Written to . . 
. 
 
17 November 1949 
Gerrit and Willem out working. Small jobs. 
 
18 November 1949 
Rainy and very mild weather; thunderstorms in afternoon. Small jobs. Willem and Gerrit out working. 
Purebred gilt, the ‘cheeky one', bred. 
 
19 November 19 1949 
Small jobs. Boys out working. 
 
21 November 1949 
Willem out working. Small jobs in morning, clear brush in afternoon. Written to . . . 
 
22 November 1949 
Willem out working. Gerrit and I saw firewood in the morning; clear brush in afternoon. The ‘cheeky one'  
is bred again today. (see also November 18) 
 
23 November 1949 
To Busby in morning; clear brush in afternoon. Willem out working. 
 
24 November 1949 
Clear brush in morning, small jobs in afternoon. Willem out working. 
 
25 November - December 17 1949 
Cleared brush, burned wood, small jobs, mixed pig feed, wrote letters. Willem out working. 
 
[NOTE: From here on only 'unusual' items are included from the diary. Everything else has to do with the 
weather, pigs, chickens, and seeding or tillage operations.] 
 
8 December 1949 
Sylvester brought four piglets. 
 
14 December 1949 
Van Donkersgoed and wife come to visit. Willem brings a load of alfalfa from Mirus. 
 
16 December 1949 
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Bought 18 piglets from McMillan for $185. There was one short on delivery. One died the same evening. 
 
17 December 1949 
Willem’s last day at Mirus. 
 
29 December 1949 
Boar brought back to Matt Haisan. 
 
2 January 1950 
Four turkeys brought to McMillan for shipping. 
 
9 January 1950 
Willem application letter sent [to University of Alberta]. 
 
27 January 1950 
Bought crusher, with two spare plates, from Mirus for $45, payable in summer or fall. Drive belt can be 
borrowed from him during winter.  
 
22 February 1950 
Went to an agricultural film in the evening. 
 
26 February 1950 
Bertha comes home for a day. 
 
9 March 1950 
In the evening our cow has milk fever. Treated by Westlock vet. Injected at about 12:30 at night. Got up 
again at 4 o’clock. 
 
12 March 1950 
Boar sick. Does not eat all day. 
 
14 March 1950 
Boar still sick. Turns out to be erysipelas. Injected by vet in the evening. According to vet, boar will 
recover or die within 2 days. 
 
16 March 1950 
Boar seems to be a little better. Drank 2 litres milk tonight. 
 
28 March 1950 
Boys went to pick up Bot [horse] from Mirus. 
 
30 March 1950 
Horse returned to Larson, who refunds $30 for it. We may keep the harness. 
 
25 April 1950 
Made a small cheese. 
 
26 April 1950 
Yesterday and today we planted the first peas. 
 
29 April 1950 
Two men and Han and Jan clear brush in the morning. 
 
1 May 1950 
Gerrit hired out to Price. Pay will be at least $80 per month. Gerrit left right away in the morning. He has 
Sundays off. 
 
2 May 1950 
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Bought Massey Harris seed drill, used, for $250. from Spargo Bros. TPaid $100 right away, the rest in the 
course of the year. Granted $500 lien on truck to Mr. Kannegieter. 
 
8 May 1950 
Wim made loading chute for pigs. 
 
10 May 1950 
Wim to Price. 
 
11 May 1950 
Wim at Price. Hala wrinkled peas planted. 
 
13 May 1950 
Wim, Han, and Jan picked roots at Mirus. 
 
15 May 1950 
Potato eyes planted. Beets and sugar beets seeded on north quarter. 
 
16 May 1950 
Seed drill picked up from Spargo Bros. in Alcomdale. 
 
17 May 1950 
Two men worked in the garden all day. Seeded cabbage and soybeans on Sloughfield. One row of red 
cabbage received no fertilizer. 
 
18 May 1950 
Two men seed in garden all day. 
 
19 May 1950 
Seeded in the garden. Planted potatoes and seeded soybeans and turnips on north quarter. 
 
7 June 1950 
Wim to plowing demonstration. 
 
15 June 1950 
Seeded endive and worked in the garden. 
 
16 June 1950 
Noticed that on east Hillfield there is a lot of wild oats and wild buckwheat, emerged about 14 days after 
plowing. Edwards still recommends using a cable weeder. 
 
17 June 1950 
Weeds killed with cable weeder on east part of Hillfield . 
 
19 June 1950 
More weeds killed with cable weeder on Hillfield. 
 
21 June 1950 
Potatoes hoed. All have come up fairly well. 
 
27 June 1950 
Pump received from McCoomb. 
 
2 July 1950 
To church in Neerlandia. Rev. Hoekstra in the morning, plus installation of Rev. Hanenburg. Rev. 
Hanenburg preaches in the afternoon. Text is Col. 2: 1-2. 
 
3 July 1950 
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Hoed. Willem clears brush. 
 
9 July 1950 
Inaugural service Rev. Hanenburg. 
 
10 July 1950 
Cut trees pulled on breaking. [Until July 20]. 
 
13 July 1950 
A field trial for alfalfa set up in front of the house. Trees pulled by Han and Jan. 
 
23 July 1950 
Heemerych starts breaking the land we cleared. Potatoes hoed.  
 
26 July 1950 
Breaking completed. Nearly 8 acres. 
 
28 July 1950 
Weed inspector issues order to cut thistles. 
 
29 July 1950 
Sow thistles cut. 
 
11 August 1950 
Biggest roots chopped down on newly broken land to make it disk-ready. 
 
14 August 1950 
Three of us cut sow thistles on Hillfield . 
 
18 August 1950 
Left for Iron Springs. 
 
23 August 1950 
Returned from Iron Springs. 
 
28 August 1950 
Worked with root harrow on breaking. 
 
4 September 1950 
Visit from Kannegieter, Joe and Wim van Doesburg. 
 
11-15 September 1950 
Willem helps at Edwards’. 
 
18-22 September 1950 
Wim at Heemeryck on threshing crew. 
 
21-25 September 1950 
Threshing, here and at Edwards’. 
 
28 September 1950 
Snow. Heater installed, chimney cleaned. 
Wrote letters all day. 
 
29 September 1950 
Snowy. Gerrit comes home from Price, as long as threshing is not possible. Wim and Gert made logs in 
bush. 
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30 September - 5 October 1950 
Dig root pit, harvest potatoes. 
 
5 October 1950 
Gerrit back to Price. 
 
6-7 October 1950 
Threshing at Sherman and Edwards. 
 
10 October 1950 
Finished root pit. In the evening Wim goes to Heemeryck for a few days of threshing, until October 14. 
 
14 October 1950 
Received horse and foal from Sherman. 
 
16-17 October 1950 
Potatoes harvested, sorted, and stored in cellar. 
 
24 October 1950 
Went to estate auction for J. Gerling. Bought a cultivator and some minor items. 
 
26 October 1950 
Three men help build a barn at Edwards’. 
 
28-31 October 1950 
Gerrit at Edwards’. 
 
1-2 November. 1950 
Three men help build a shed at Edwards’. 
 
3 November 1950 
Went to Edmonton. Gerrit will go to Otto Miller, Gen. Del., Edmonton, at $50 a month. Turnips can be 
sent to Vegetable Co-op in Edmonton. James Edward starts combining on Hillfield at 2 pm, until 7.30 pm 
. 
 
6 November 1950 
Gerrit leaves for Edmonton. 
 
9 November 1950 
Oldenburg takes turnips that were frozen to Edmonton. 
 
13 November 1950 
Ventilation pipe installed in root pit. 
 
14 November 1950 
Snowy weather. Gerrit comes back home in the evening. 
 
16 November 1950 
Snow and wind all day long. Peas threshed, kale brought inside, roosters butchered.  
 
26 November 1950 
Gerrit settled accounts with Price and visits Lloyd McMillan for possible work. 
 
22 November 1950 
Sent to Kannegieter as partial payment of interest Edmonton Produce Comp. cheque for $229.08 and 
money order $50.92. Boys made logs in afternoon. 
 
25 November 1950 
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Logs made. 
 
27 November 1950 
Two men work for Heemeryck, 2.5 hours at $0.60 an hour. Gerrit left today to go to Tom McMillan. 
 
28 November 1950 
Went to Westlock with wife, to dentist. Delivered one finished pig. 
 
30 November 1950 
Willem helps Heemeryck cut wood. 
 
1 December 1950 
Firewood brought home. 
 
4-11 December 1950 
Cut logs and brought them home. 
 
21 December 1950 
Last logs taken home from bush. 
 
30 December 1950 
Temperatures through December have been quite mild, 15 to 34F at night, and once during the day even 
up to 40F. 
 
3-25 January 1951 
Logs cut, 11 to 20 each day. One day 27. 
[ NOTE: Total was 308 logs for 18 days for which numbers were recorded. ] 
 
******************************** 
2-15 February 1951 
Logs dragged to pile. 
 
23 February 1951 
Barley hauled from granary on Beaverfield. Snow makes it difficult. 
 
2-3 March 1951 
Piglets born from 'little sow', ‘cheeky one', 'crooked snout’. 
 
4 March 1951 
Oom Hendrik, Joe and Wim van Doesburg, Jan Tollenaar, Jenny and Tietske Bootsma, Bertha visit. 
 
5 March 1951 
Three piglets of the 'crooked snout' have died. 
 
10 March 1951 
Since last week Sunday it has been very cold, temperatures at night usually -30F, during the day -20 to -
10. Young piglets born late last week are kept in boxes. A box that was not closed very well resulted in 
death of a few more piglets, first attributed to weakness, but turned out to be cold. These piglets were put 
in a box by the stove in the house yesterday, after which recovery started immediately. 
 
15 March 1951 
Heavy snow storm this afternoon and tonight. 
 
22 March 1951 
Wim went to Busby with James to get feed, with Edwards’ team and stoneboat. Roads practically 
impassable, even for horses.  
 
24 April 1951 



21 

 

Wife and Wim went to Westlock to dentist. 
 
3 May 1951 
Found 20 cm water in he root pit. Some of the potatoes taken out. 
 
13 May 1951 
Bertha's profession of faith in Edmonton, with  Rev. Van Baalen. 
 
4 July 1951 
Dragged logs to a pile for sawing. Gerrit was home in the evening. 
 
9 July 1951 
Went to Edmonton to get permit for logs . 
 
16-24 July 1951 
Price saws logs. 
 
26 July 1951  
Truck sold to K. Donkersgoed, Iron Springs. 
 
27 July - 3 August 1951 
Brought lumber home. 
 
28 July 1951 
C. van 't Land and family visit. 
 
3‒11 August 1951 
Built pig houses. Sawn lumber is approx. 20,000 ft plus birch. 
 
13 August 1951 
Bought swather from Soloway for $40 and 40 bu of wheat. 
 
13 August 1951 
Went to Westlock with Stan about buying a combine. Agreed that the combine will be delivered in good 
working order for a maximum of $525 next week and will be tried out on our land. New knife and spare 
knife are included. Cashed cheque for $935 at Bank of Montreal. [May have been payment for the truck that 
was sold] . Applied for $600 Farm Improvement Loan. 
 
17 August 1951 
Picked up swather from Soloway and tried it out. 
 
19 August 1951 
Kannegieter and Joe van Doesburg visit. 
 
20 August 1951 
Went to Westlock; $600 Farm Improvement Loan has been approved. 
 
23 August 1951 
Picked up the combine and tried it out. 
 
24 August 1951 
Boys to Grain Club. 
 
30 August 1951 
Talked to Stan's Service about buying a small truck. Thistles cut on Hillfield. 
 
2 September 1951 
Gerrit was home. 
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6 September 1951 
Bought truck from Stan Dunnington for $650, mileage 30570. 
 
16 September 1951 
First time to church with our own truck. Visited de Jong. 
 
18 September 1951 
Scholten from Iron Springs visited. 
 
25 September 1951 
Snow all day. There is about 2 inches now. About 2000 bu barley has been combined. A good 100 acres 
still need to be done. 
 
31 October 1951 
Went to Westlock. Drivers licenses obtained. 
 
16 November 1951 
Tractor brought to Busby for repair. 
 
17 November 1951 
Willem has taken tractor apart in garage in Busby. 
 
21 November 1951 
Tractor is back. New rings installed. 
 
23 November 1951 
Wim and Han go to Grain Club in Edmonton. Receive 2nd and 1st prize, respectively, for oat samples. 
 
26 November 1951 
Logs brought in for pig brooder house. 
 
27 November 1951 
Started building pig brooder house. 
 
29 November 1951 
Pump put on well in pasture. 
 
1 December 1951 
HJ van de Vliert visits. 
 
3 December 1951 
Received letter regarding machinery [from Holland] from Dutch Embassy in Ottawa. 
 
6 December 1951 
Van de Vliert leaves in the morning. 
 
21 December 1951 
Coal picked up in Pickardville. 
 
26 December 1951 
James Edwards and family here for Christmas dinner. 
 
28 December 1951 
Went to Westlock. If needed, we can have credit up to $1000 to buy fertilizer and 250 young turkeys. 
 
31 December 1951 
Coal picked up in Pickardville. 
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4 January 1952 
Visited Knaga in the evening.   
 
7 January 1952 
Wrote letter to Mirus as follows: 
“I read your information about the contract for fish meal. If this is the way in which an agreement is carried 
out, what did we make a contract for? It has always been the honour of good merchantmen to meet their 
liabilities in a right way and I cannot remember that I ever met manners of this kind. If North West Feed 
Mills want to settle contracts in this way then, in my opinion, they are not worth the name of 
merchantmen and I can find only one word for it, that expresses my thoughts, that is "Scorn" (my meaning 
with the word is "deep contempt"). 
Unless the agreement is carried out perfectly, I should like to ask you to look for us for a more reliable 
supplier. We intend to use quite a bit of feed in future and then we cannot have things like these.  
I guess it will not be necessary to add more words to this and I hope my meaning will be clear to you. It is 
not my intention to blame you for this, but to give you our opinion about the North West Feed Mills, if 
they go on at this rate. 
Meanwhile we are, 
Yours very truly, 
J J van den Born ” 
 
15 January 1952 
[Content of letters written about fertilizer, to Consolidated Mining and Smelting Comp. of Canada in 
Calgary, and Spargo Bros. in Alcomdale.] 
 
17 January 1952 
Content of letter written to Fontaine: 
“As a result of my Dutch education there are still several Dutch ideas in my mind, which are not at all in 
accordance with the Canadian doctrine. It is not so easy to get rid of things which are taught a man in his 
youth; maybe you can cure me of that Dutch sickness. 
One of these days, reading about the use of fertilizers, I thought it might be good to make an experimental 
field on the farm, that might have a more convincing nature than words.  . . . My leading idea is to find out 
a little bit in how far it is profitable to use potash, lime and different quantities of fertilizer . . . . ” 
 
24 January 1952 
Letter to Consolidated Mining and Smelting Comp. of Canada: 
“Received your letter of January 18. We were very glad to see from this letter and from the other one that 
you take care of the interests of your customers, what mostly is a mark of a good businessman . . . . ” 
 
30 January - March 15, 1952 
Construction pig brooder house. 
 
4 February 1952 
To general meeting of Grain Club in the evening. 
 
6 February 1952 
Gerrit comes home. 
 
8 February 1952 
Gerrit back to Edmonton. Went to bank in Westlock for $1100 loan. 
 
19 February 1952 
In the evening the Richards [Reicher ??] family came to visit. 
 
25 February 1952 
In the evening went to Reicher's. 
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26 February 1952 
Pig brooder house roof is finished. Most of the inside still needs to be done. 
 
1 March 1952 
Went to University Day. Discussed fertilizer test plots with Dr. Bentley. 
 
4 March 1952 
Went to doctor with wife in Westlock. 
 
5 March 1952 
Continuation of doctor's examination of wife in Westlock. Stomach acid too low, gallbladder not working, 
a bone in her back not quite right, a few small kidney stones. 
 
28 March 1952 
Went to Edmonton livestock show. 
 
29 March 1952 
Willem builds loading chute. 
 
1-2 April 1952 
Wim builds hay rack. 
 
17 April 1952 
Went to Edmonton with wife and Han. Delivered seven pigs. 
 
19 April 1952 
Last wrinkled peas planted. 
 
29 April 1952 
Picked up Bertha in Edmonton. Went to Hayward Lumber about birch. 
 
30 April 1952 
Horse found dead in the barn in the morning. 
 
9 May 1952 
Gerrit is home. 
 
11 June 1952 
Sent letter to Pringle's Hatcheries as follows: 
“Now and then it happens that a farmer with his car gets stuck in a mud hole of a country road. He will go 
to a farmer living close to that place and ask him if he is willing to pull his car out. After this has been 
done, the owner of the car will ask how much he owes for the work that has been done. Mostly nothing is 
charged for it, but by asking it, the farmer who owns the car shows that he is a well educated man. 
We had an arrangement with Pringle's Hatcheries that 200 turkey poults would be delivered the 23d of 
May. They had to be paid for in advance, since a farmer cannot be trusted. That the businessman does not 
go away with his money, he has to trust. Can the date of the arrangement be changed afterwards? Of course, 
if this is in the interest of the hatchery. Is it necessary to notify the farmer? No. Is it of some importance 
that the farmer has to make a double trip to the railway station through a muddy road, that he has to 
inquire about one and another? No, the farmer customer is there for the interest of the businessman of the 
city. In old times the serf was there for the interest of the owner. Is it possible to make some other 
conclusion? Yes. It is: best leave them to meditation.” 
 
21 June 1952 
Went to rodeo in Edmonton with boys. 
 
22 June 1952 
Went  to church in Westlock, despite heavy downpours and very bad roads. Talked to Rev. Hanenburg 
about Gerrit. 
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23 June 1952  
Went to Edmonton to complete arrangements for the arrival of machinery from Holland. 
 
27 June 1952 
Machinery arrives in Busby. 
 
30 June 1952 
Assembling the machinery. 
 
4 July 1952 
Left for Iron Springs for a visit to C. van 't Land. 
 
7 July 1952 
Returned from Iron Springs. 
 
1 August 1952 
To wedding Wim van Doesburg. 
 
3 August 1952 
Gerrit comes home. 
 
14 September 1952 
Wim van Doesburg and wife with brother-in-law-to-be Laurens and a girl visit us. 
 
25 September 1952 
No night frost yet. 
 
21 October 1952 
Went to sale at Mirus'. Bought a hammer mill. 
 
6 November 1952 
Started digging of well. Finished November 8. 
Good weather all day, temp. ca 45F. 
 
21 November 1952 
Gerrit building for Oldenburg. 
 
26 November 1952 
Han to Nicholson, Westlock in the evening to board there while at High School. 
 
9 December 1952 
Went to Messiah perfomance. 
 
16 December 1952 
Gerrit went to Westlock for radiator repair on car. 
 
20 December 1952 
Frozen car to Westlock. 
 
2-3 January 1953 
Wim and Gerrit build a shed for young turkeys. 
 
4 January 1953 
First significant amount of snow this winter. 
 
22 January 1953 
Birch lumber [logs??] shipped to Edmonton. 
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24 January 1953 
Went to dentist with Jaap. 
 
2 February 1953 
Pig butchered. Radio reports terrible flood in Holland, with 2000 square miles under water. All South-
Holland and Zeeland islands are flooded, dikes are breached in 70 places, nearly 500 dead, new storm 
coming. Nice weather here, temp. today, about 40F. 
 
14-16 February 1953 
Sawed at Knaga. 
 
27 February 1953 
Went to Immigration Hall with van Zalen and submitted Form R55 for Kalis. 
 
27 April 1953 
Bertha and Wim home Sunday and Monday. 
 
24 May 1953 
Wim makes profession of faith. Went to Edmonton. 
 
30 June 1953 
Went to sale today, with the plan to buy a sprayer and/or (…). Prices for both items went too high, 
however. 
 
1 July 1953 
Church picnic. Nice weather. Sylvester here, will spray for us next week. Sprayed weeds on the yard. 
 
30 July 1953 
Lucas and Arie Hovestad have arrived. 
 
31 July 1953  
Unprecedented rainfall begins in early evening and continues most of the night. 
 
1 August 1953 
In the morning 92 young turkeys lie dead in the field, as a result of the rain. Brought the rest into the pig 
brooder house and lit the stove to dry them out quickly. 
 
16 August 1953 
Bertha and Wim home. Van Zalen visits in the evening. Also Kalis and Arie Hovestad. 
 
18 August 1953 
Since last Friday there are an awful lot of mosquitoes. Cannot work in the field in the evening or in the 
morning because of these insects. 
 
23 August 1953 
K. Vrieling visits. 
 
5 September 1953 
Went to Edmonton with wife. W. van Doesburg visited. Picked up Bertha. Also picked up feed. 
 
14 November 1953 
In the evening Han is operated on for appendicitis. 
 
11 December 1953 
Practically no snow yet. 
 
21 December 1953 
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Picked up truck for Knaga in Edmonton. 
 
30 December 1953 
Repaid Kannegieter $2000 on farm debt principal and paid interest owing. 
 
2 January 1954 
Kalis visits. 
 
12 January 1954 
Went to Legal to collect money transferred from Holland. 
 
21-22 January 1954 
Traded in our truck for new one, and picked up the truck. 
 
3-5 February 1954 
Shingles put on west side of the barn, extension built to the barn loft. 
 
8-9 February 1954 
Built turkey pen in barn loft. In the evening James Edwards and spouse visit. 
 
9 February 1954 
Yesterday and this morning dug part of the garden south of the house and spread manure. According to the 
radio the period of warm weather is almost over. Snow is almost completely gone. 
 
12 February 1954 
Visited De Jong. 
 
17 February 1954 
Visited De Jong. 
 
6 March 1954 
One man and Jaap and Wilco cleared brush. 
 
12 March 1954 
Small fire in work shed because Gerrit had left blowtorch , burning. Fire was put out immediately, so 
damage was not serious. 
 
15 March 1954 
Received word that my brother Gerrit died last week Sunday night, at 44. 
 
16-18 March 1954 
Classis visit Edmonton. 
 
16-19 April 1954 
Visited C. van 't Land in Coalhurst. 
 
30 April 1954 
Bought a purebred heifer for boys. 
 
27 May 1954 
Dry today. Everything is mud and more mud. Practically nobody has been able to seed. We also have not 
even plowed any of the land intended for grain. 
 
7 June 1954 
Rain all day. Everything mud and more mud. 
 
24 June 1954 
Wim van Doesburg and family visit. 



28 

 

 
27 July 1954  
Bad hailstorm in the evening. Everything in the garden is destroyed. If we had had a grain crop it would 
have been 100% gone. 
 
18 August 1954 
Busby picnic. 
 
30 August 1954 
Went to Westlock for truck lubrication and for vaccination Wilco. 
 
2 September 1954 
Rocks put in mud hole on the road south and hole filled with grader. 
 
4 September 1954 
More rain. Everything mud and more mud. 
 
28 September 1954 
Two sons of Van de Voort from Veenendaal visited. 
 
14 November 1954 
Engagement Bertha. 
 
15 November 1954 
Went looking for a runaway calf. 
 
17 November 1954 
Aunt Aal comes. 
 
21 November 1954 
Aunt Aal leaves. 
 
22 November 1954 
Calf that ran away last week picked up from Mr. Kruger, Arvilla. 
 
26 November 1954 
Went to doctor: diagnosed broken vein in calf of leg. 
 
27 November 1954 
Han at home. 
 
26 November - 3 December 1954 
Stayed in because of broken vein in leg. This afternoon (December 3), with Edwards Sr. and Jr. ladies, 
visited James who is in hospital because of appendix surgery. Wife and boys do daily chores, with help 
from Walter Knaga. 
 
4 December 1954 
Jan at home. 
 
7 December 1954 
Visited Arie Hovestad. 
 
11 December 1954 
Han at home. House and pighouse 'banked' with sawdust. 
 
20 December 1954 
Wim comes home for vacation. 
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24 December 1954 
To Edmonton with Wim. Picked up shingles. Visited Kannegieter. 
 
1 January 1955 
Went to farmers north of us to find runaway steer calf. No success. 
 
25 January 1955 
Went to doctor about my leg. 
 
14 February 1955 
Pump motor and jack installed. 
 
16 February 1955 
Went to Edmonton. Paid Kannegieter the balance of the farm mortgage. 
 
21 February - 16 March 1955 
In hospital because of phlebitis.  
 
7 April 1955 
Jan, Han, Willem, and Bertha home in the evening. On Wednesday evening April 20 visited Edwards on  
occasion of his birthday. Shortly after I left him he died unexpectedly. 
 
25 April 1955 
Burial RJ Edwards Sr. yesterday afternoon. 
 
30 April 1955 
Went to Edmonton, bought a manure loader. Visited Kannegieter and Wim van Doesburg. 
 
2 May 1955 
‘Drained’ parts of the road. 
 
12 May 1955 
Plowing on Hillfield by Jaap. Picked up Wim. 
 
14 May 1955 
Mr. Groot visits. 
 
20 May 1955 
Wim works on electric fence. Jaap finishes cultivator work on North Beaverfield. 
 
28 May 1955 
Han finished seeding at midnight. Grain seeding is now completed. 
 
29 May 1955 
Visited Bill Groot. 
 
6 June 1955 
In the evening to Van Zalen 25th wedding anniversary. 
 
14 June 1955 
Wedding Bertha. 
 
15 June 1955 
C. van't Land visits. 
 
16 June 1955 
Wim van Doesburg and family visit. 
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29 June 1955 
Picked up Han in Westlock. 
 
1 July 1955 
Wife and children to church picnic. 
 
18 July 1955 
To Edmonton to pick up Rev. Polman. 
 
22 July 1955 
Welcome evening for Ds. GH Polman. 
 
24 July 1955 
Inaugural service Rev. GH Polman. 
 
25 July 1955 
To Bertha for birthday visit. 
 
8 August 1955 
Well ordered from Glebe in Pickardville at $1.40 per foot for digging and $1.15 per foot for pipes. 
 
20 August 1955 
Glebe finishes the well in the evening; it is 108 feet deep and has 60 feet of casing. Digging cost $151.20, 
casing $72, total $223.20. 
 
27 August 1955 
Jan and Han visit Bertha. 
 
2 September 1955 
Left for trip to Banff in afternoon. 
 
3-5 September 1955 
Sightseeing in Banff. 
 
21 September 1955 
Some animal has bitten 15 turkeys to death this morning. 
 
22 September 1955 
Coyotes have bitten another 10 turkeys to death, not counting the ones they took along. They seem to 
have crawled under the fence in a low spot. 
 
8 October 1955 
Wim at home, picked up by Eric Edwards. 
 
27 October 1955 
Pump installed after Glebe deepened well 20 feet. Well works fine now and can cannot be pumped empty. 
 
28 October 1955 
Went to Edmonton. Sold turkeys to Mocombo Club at 40 ct. per lb dressed weight. Visited Melton about 
exchanging farm, visited Bertha, visited stockyard. Attended presentation about fertilizer at the university. 
 
29 October 1955 
Water tank and pump engine installed on new well. Wim van Doesburg visits.  
 
18 November 1955 
Wife and Han to Coalhurst for Bertha van 't Land wedding. 
 
19 November 1955 
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Rev. Volten and Van Doesburg sons visit. 
 
22 December 1955 
Wim comes home. Coal picked up. 
 
26 December 1955 
Bill Groot and Bertha home. 
 
27 December 1955 
Much snow drifting tonight. Bill Groot leaves on foot to Busby and continues home by train. 
 
28 December 1955 
Road plowed at 10:30 pm. 
 
2 January 1956 
Went to Donkersgoed with Lucas to talk about building  a chicken house. 
 
9 January 1956 
Went to doctor because of blood clot in leg. 
 
[NOTE: Entries for 11 January - 4 February 1956 written by Han] 
 
15 January 1956 
Father taken to hospital. 
 
2 February 1956 
Calf butchered. 
 
5-10 February 1956 
Log house demolished. 
 
4 March 1956 
Able to go to church again after the problems with my leg. 
 
10 March 1956 
Tonight our dog Prince was run over by a truck that delivered lumber for a chicken house. 
 
17 March 1956 
Bertha’s daughter is born this morning.  
 
31 March 1956 
Almost all the snow from this winter is still here. A few days ago, the snowplow came by to clear up the 
drifts from this week. Day before yesterday it took us 2.5 hours to drive the first 1.5 miles, truck with the 
tractor in front. The plowed snow still lies in tall ridges, here and there still about 1.5 m high after 
settling. 
 
1 April 1956 
Wife with Han and Jan and Wilco went to Edmonton for  baptism daughter of Bertha. 
 
25 April 1956 
Han to Edmonton for Knaga. Wim makes chick feeders. 
 
6 May 1956 
Went to doctor in Westlock. 
 
17 May 1956 
To Edmonton for Wim’s graduation. Brought  chick feed back. Han at home. 
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31 May 1956 
In the evening went to graduation banquet with Jan. 
 
7 June 1956 
Went to hospital regarding bleeding. 
 
14 June 1956 
Back from hospital. 
 
28 June 1956 
Jan comes home from school. 
 
2 July 1956 
Wife and boys go to church picnic. 
 
16 July 1956 
Lukas starts building chicken house. 
 
26 July 1956 
In the evening to Bertha. 
 
15-17 August 1956 
Went to wedding Jannie van 't Land. 
 
2 September 1956 (Sunday) 
Snow all day. Not able to go to church. 
 
6 September 1956 
Bertha etc. visits. 
 
8 September 1956 
Bertha and Nicolai family come to pick blueberries. Wim recommends oats fertilizer test. 
 
24 September 1956 
Went to Edmonton. Jan starts university. 
 
18 October 1956 
Part of the foundation put in for the second chicken house. 
 
27 October 1956 
Wim at home. Post hole auger picked up from Edwards and a few holes drilled. 
 
1-2 November 1956 
Brush cleared along the road for future electrical lines. Han (with infected arm) does daily chores, cleans the 
well with Glebe’s machine. After pulling the machine out, three pipes stay behind. 
 
10 November 1956 
Jan at home. Ceilings in chicken house finished. Made squeeze in feed corral. Pig butchered. 
 
20 November 1956 
Went to Edmonton with W. Howieson for shavings. No success. 
 
26 November 1956 
To Edmonton with eggs. Han installs the west chicken house watering system and digs five holes for corral 
posts. 
 
28 November 1956 
Manure loader put on tractor. 
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29 November 1956 
Bertha visits. 
 
30 November 1956 
Put wax paper and straw in the chicken house attic for insulation. 
 
10 December 1956 
To St. Albert with eggs. Picked up turkey crates. 
 
19-20 December 1956 
Han clears brush for electrical line construction.  
 
21 December 1956 
Shortest day. Sun up at 8:48 am, down at 4:17 pm. Jan comes home in the evening. In Holland, sun up at 
8:48 am, down at 4:33 pm. 
 
26 December 1956 
Boys to Westlock Christmas party in afternooon. 
 
28 December 1956 
Picked up Wim in Edmonton. 
 
2 January 1957 
Fence rails brought from bush and used to build cattle yard. Agreed with Harry Hersey that he will help us 
with carpentry for 75 cents an hour. 
 
3 January 1957 
Brought Wim and Jan to Edmonton, delivered eggs. 
 
10 January 1957 
To Westlock in the afternoon. Two watches that need repair will be ready in 3 weeks. Went to doctor: 
come back February 12. 
 
19 January 1957 
Bought 5000 linear feet of lumber from Platzner, at $30 per thousand feet, 520 feet taken home. 
 
16 February 1957 
Bertha, Wim, and Han at home. 
 
20 February 1957 
In the evening a meeting with Rev. Polman. 
 
23 February 1957 
Jaap and Wilco assemble chicken brooders. Pig brooder house partly made ready for chicks. 
 
12 March 1957 
Little boy born to Bertha yesterday dies after a few hours; was born about 2 months early. 
 
15 March 1957 
To Edmonton for funeral of Bertha’s child. 
 
19 March 1957 
Han Monday and Tuesday to Edmonton to find employment. 
 
25 March 1957  
Han got a job in the telephone service, $187 per month, with semi-annual increase of $11 per month, and 
started work this morning. 
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2-3 April 1957 
Jan comes home until Sunday. 
 
8 April 1957 
Brought Jan  away. Road along Knaga is very bad. 
 
10 April 1957 
Electrician installs wiring in the house. 
 
12 April 1957 
Truck traded in for a new Mercury '56. We pay $400 difference. 
 
16 April 1957 
To Westlock to pick up new truck. 
 
17 April 1957 
Harry starts work on the second chicken house. Workers from the electrical company do some work on 
poles. 
 
20 April 1957 
Han fixes Case tractor at Oldenburg’s. 
 
23 April 1957 
De Boer will 'fix up' the house a bit; will cost about $200. 
 
4 May 1957 
To Edmonton. Picked up Wim and Jan and also 33 young roosters. 
 
18 May 1957 
Wife and Jan to C. van 't Land in Coalhurst. 
 
22 May 1957 
Yearling purebred steer disappeared without a trace last Monday evening. Kept boys at home and searched 
everywhere. In the evening, Wilco found it in the root pit, where it had fallen through the roof. Van Zalen 
and son painted the house yesterday and today. 
 
27 May 1957 
B. Schut, son of J. Schut, Rhenen, visits. 
 
6 June 1957 
Electrical company puts wires on poles along the road. 
 
14 June 1957 
Moes and family visit. Boys to Busby picnic in afternoon. 
 
1 July 1957 
Wife and boys go to church picnic. 
 
3 July 1957 
W. van Doesburg visits. 
 
9 July 1957 
Pipes that got stuck in the well last year were taken out today, otherwise cleaned and painted. 
 
22 July 1957 
Carpentry work on chicken house. Started third chicken house. 
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31 July 1957 
Boys to fair in Westlock. 
 
21 August 1957 
Bertha, Bill, Sam Prins and wife visit. 
 
24 August 1957 
Electricity is hooked up. Willem is home to help. 
 
2 September 1957 
Brought Jack to Mr. Adkins for high school. 
 
14 September 1957 
Painted primer on the second and third chicken house. Gerrit is helping today. 
 
17 September 1957 
To Edmonton and Westlock. Congregational meeting in Barrhead at night. 
 
22 September 1957 
Visited Mrs. Wierenga in Edmonton. 
 
25 September 1957 
Took Jan to Edmonton. 
 
5 October 1957 
Snowfall has continued until this morning, deep snow drifts in the yard. Walking is very difficult without 
shovelled paths. Gerrit is home for a few days. 
 
6 October 1957 
Did not go to church because of snow.  
 
11 October 1957 
To Edmonton. Roads very muddy. Delivered 311 dozen eggs in St. Albert. 
 
13 October 1957 
Gerrit makes profession of faith in First Chr. Ref. Church in Edmonton. Did not go to church because of 
very bad roads. 
 
19 October 1957 
Jaap at home. 
 
29-31 October 1957 
With Harry, Platzner, and James Edwards started to put  concrete floor in chick rearing house. Finished it 
on October 31. 
 
4 November 1957 
Well digger comes to clean well. 
 
9 November 1957 
Cement cover made for the water pressure system. Han comes home for a few days. 
 
15 November 1957 
Jaap and Jan come home for the weekend. 
 
17 November 1957 
To Edmonton at Bertha's for Willem's birthday. 
 
20 November 1957 
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Water pressure system installed and hooked up. Initially a leaky hose between 1st and 2nd chicken house. 
Fortunately found the leak immediately after some digging. There was a round hole in the hose, as if it had 
been drilled, 1/4 inch diameter. 
 
6 December 1957 
Last night Gerrit came home; he was unemployed in the city. 
 
10 December 1957 
Finished steer delivered for Bertha. 
 
24 December 1957 
Bill Groot with Bertha and child, Willem, and Han come home for Christmas. 
 
27 December 1957 
Willem takes eggs to St. Albert and picks up feed. Jaap and Gerrit improve chicken roosts in 2nd chicken 
house. 
 
30 December 1957 
Visited W. van Doesburg and J. Tollenaar.  
 
31 December 1957 
Wim and Dixie return to Edmonton. 
 
2 January 1958 
Gerrit  builds doors for brooder house. 
 
20 January 1958 
Jan de Kam, who hurt his back last summer, will come and do light work for room and board. Gerrit will 
take a course about electricity in Legal this week. 
 
29 January 1958 
R. de Jong visits. 
 
5-6  March 1958 
To classis in Edmonton. 
 
11 March 1958 
To Edmonton with eggs. Towed Gerrit's car home. 
 
15 March 1958 
Last day here for Jan de Kam. 
 
2 April 1958 
Water pipes installed in 3rd chicken house. 
 
6 April 1958 
Easter. Han and Jan leave early this morning, by tractor to Busby and then by train. 
 
13 April 1958 
Han makes profession of faith. Went to church in Edmonton. 
 
25 April 1958 
To Edmonton with wife. Willem comes home for the weekend. 
 
16 May 1958 
To Edmonton with wife for Wim’s graduation. 
 
19 May 1958 
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Family van Zalen visits. 
 
5 June 1958 
To Edmonton for Wim's wedding rehearsal.  
 
6 June 1958 
Wedding day Willem and Dixie. 
 
11 June 1958 
Harry, James, and R. Thomson are working on the 4th chicken house. Tonight the boards on the roof are 
mostly nailed down. Butchered 25 roosters for sale. 
 
13 June 1958 
Heard many complaints recently about cutworm damage in gardens and fields. Our garden also suffers from 
the cutworm. 
 
1 July 1958 
Dominion Day. Boys to church picnic. 
 
15 July 1958 
Harry started yesterday with foundation for egg house; today poured cement in the forms. 
 
21 July 1958 
Gerrit is working on the water system for the 4th chicken house. Jaap and Wilco on the walls of the egg 
house. 
 
25 July 1958 
To Edmonton with eggs, picked up feed, then with wife to Bertha for her birthday. 
 
28 July 1958 
To Fort Saskatchewan with eggs. Bought cooler for egg house for $425. 
 
2 September 1958 
Jaap and Wilco back to school. Applied for permit to install electric light in 3rd and 4th chicken house and 
in egg house. Harry starts digging for the foundation of 5th chicken house. 
 
6 September 1958 
Kees van 't Land and aunt Aal come here until Monday morning. 
 
16 September 1958 
Harry Hersey, James Edwards, and Gerrit pour most of the footing for foundation of 5th chicken house. To 
St. Albert with 840 dozen eggs. 
 
27 September 1958 
Last day here for Harry Hersey. 
 
28 September 1958 
Today (Sunday) a lot of rain fell; did not go to church. Bill Groot comes with Han in afternoon. Bertha 
gave birth to a son yesterday morning at 6:03 am. Everything fine.  
 
3 October 1958 
Took two of Lucie's puppies to St. Albert to sell. 
 
14 October 1958 
With eggs to St. Albert. Wife and Jaap go along to Bertha. Pluto bred. 
 
16 October 1958 
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W. van Donkersgoed and wife visit. Bought their freezer and contents for $200. Harry Hersey comes to say 
goodbye. 
 
28 October 1958 
In the evening we went to wedding party Jan van Zalen and Haitina Elgersma in Neerlandia. 
 
31 October 1958 
Bertha, Bill and children visit. 
 
14 November 1958 
Wife to doctor for knee arthritis. 
 
17 November 1958 
Butchered 43 roosters and prepared them for freezer. 
 
21 November 1958 
With eggs to St. Albert. Wife and Annie Edwards came along to Edmonton. 
 
29 November 1958 
In the evening De Windt visits. 
 
25-26 December 1958 
Han, Jan, Bertha and Bill visit. 
 
21 January 1959 
Attended a classis meeting in Edmonton. 
 
3 February 1959 
To St. Albert with 10 crates of eggs. Wife visits Bertha. 
 
12 February 1959 
Agreed with Freddie Chalifou that he will keep working with us for $75 per month plus room and board; 
pay day the 9th of each month. 
 
17 February 1959 
To Edmonton with hatching eggs. Delivered 21 crates of 30 dozen each. Jan de Kam comes along to 
employment office. Gerrit is at a building course in Westlock. 
 
21 February 1959 
Jan de Kam now takes complete care of the chicks. Fred Chalifou collects the eggs and takes care of feeding 
the chickens. 
 
2 March 1959 
With wife to doctor in Westlock regarding her knee. 
 
19 April 1959 
Between church times Jaap drives the truck into a tree on fairgound in Westlock. Damage is $575. 
 
1 June 1959 
J. van Doesburg and wife with Wim van. D. and family visit. 
 
19 June 1959 
To St. Albert with eggs (5 crates), some for private customers. Jaap home on vacation from high school. 
 
1 July 1959 
Wife and children to church picnic at Lac La Nonne. 
 
7 July 1959 
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Home visit to Moes and Zijlmans in afternoon, with candidate John Hellinga. 
 
24 July 1959 
To Bertha with wife and Wilco. 
 
3-7 August 1959 
To Coalhurst with Jaap and Wilco to visit C. van 't Land. 
 
19 August 1959 
Visited W. van Doesburg in Leduc. 
 
25 August 1959 
Jaap to a doctor for nasal blockage.  
 
27 August 1959 
Gerrit and Jan de Kam go to Peace Rriver for a few days. 
 
1 September 1959 
Jaap and Wilco back to school. 
 
17 October 1959 
To church this afternoon for wedding Gertrude de Jong and Bert van Rootselaar, by Rev. B. Nederlof. 
 
25 October 1959 
Did not go to church because of muddy roads. 
 
27 October 1959 
To classis meeting in Lacombe. 
 
31 October 1959 
Cleared brush along the road with Wilco. Fired Jan de Kam this afternoon because he no longer wanted to 
do the work assigned to him (egg grading); he leaves immediately. 
 
16 December 1959 
Made a home visit this afternoon to Dieterman and Meeetsma in Barrhead, with Rev. van Dyken from 
Neerlandia. 
 
21-26 December 1959 
Jan and Han home over Christmas until Sunday evening. 
 
29 December 1959 
Visited A. Moes with wife. 
 
20 February 1960 
Through help from us, Harry Hersey got a job with W. de Haas in Barrhead, in plumbing and heating; he 
will be leaving us the middle of next week. 
 
28 February 1960 
Bertha and Bill visit. Strong wind with drifting snow in the evening. They stay overnight. 
 
2-7 May 1960 
Jan and Sophie home for the weekend. 
 
9-14 May 1960 
Thursday evening we went to Jaap's graduation in Westlock. Jim Lecky brings our car home with his cat; 
the car almost went into the ditch just south of Trail's End School. 
 
15 May 1960 
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In the evening we went to church in Edmonton where Jan and Sophie made profession of their faith. 
 
18 May 1960 
Truck won’t go this morning, oil has leaked from automatic transmission. Walter Knaga takes us to 
Edmonton with their truck. Went to Jan's graduation. 
 
20 May 1960 
At 8 o'clock in the evening Jan marries Sophie Dobranski in Chr. Ref. Church, by Rev. G. VandeRiet.  
 
4 June 1960 
In the evening to wedding party for Art Hovestad and Jane van Zalen. 
 
22 June 1960 
Jack starts high school final exams. 
 
6 July 1960 
Last night we picked up Greg Dank, a 15-year old boy who will work for us during his vacation. 
 
8 July 1960 
Wife and Wilco to wedding Wilma van 't Land. Digging machine digs trench for water line to the house. 
 
11-12 July 1960 
Uncle Kees and Aunt Aal come to visit. 
 
18 July 1960 
Thunderstorms with rain during the evening and night. A few large hailstones also, the size of apples, 
never seen before. We put some of them in the freezer. 
 
6-13 August 1960 
Han comes home on Monday for a week. 
 
15-20 August 1960 
Han left again Sunday evening. Bertha and Bill were here Sunday afternoon. 
 
19-24 September 1960 
Brought Jaap to Edmonton Monday, September 19, to start his studies at the university. 
 
3-7 October 1960 
Bertha gave birth to twins last Saturday, a son and a daughter. All is well. 
 
10-15 October 1960 
Wednesday afternoon went to the doctor with Donald, who had his elbow a bit out of joint. 
 
1 November 1960 
To Edmonton with eggs. Wife visits Bertha. 
 
24-26 November 1960 
Bought a used Chevrolet car in Westlock Saturday afternoon. 
 
28 November - 3 December 1960 
Got sick Saturday night, seems to be flu, perhaps combined with being overworked. It is not particularly 
bad, but an annoying nagging headache. Stayed in bed all week. Private customers transferred to H. 
Steenbergen, who will pay an extra 8 cents and will do the grading himself. 
 
5-10 December 1960 
Went to doctor Tuesday afternoon, who gives me pills against flu. At the end of the week quite a bit better, 
but I don’t go outside yet. Pete does most of the egg grading, sometimes with wife and sometimes with 
Annie. 
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12-15 December 1960 
Today (Thursday) I helped work in the egg house a bit for the first time. 
 
23-24 December 1960 
Thursday evening Jaap came home for Christmas; Han Saturday evening. 
 
26 December 1960 
Han and Wilco with eggs to Edmonton, wife and I to Jarvie to visit A. Moes. 
 
2-7 January 1961 
On January 6 agreed with people from Douzieck's Construction Ltd. that they will clear and pile about 25 
acres of bush for $18 per hour of work. Cost not to exceed $15 per acre. 
 
13-18 February 1961 
Wife taken to hospital for leg surgery.  
 
20-25 February 1961 
Wife home from hospital on Friday. 
 
13-22 July 1961 
Jaap and Wilco sick Monday and Tuesday. 
 
July 31 - August 22. 1961 Trip to Ontario  
Went on a trip to Southern Ontario with wife and Wilco. Left Monday morning July 31 and arrived by 
uncle Kees and aunt Aal in the evening, where we stayed until Wednesday. Then from Lethbridge via 
Medicine Hat and overnight at Moose Jaw. Thursday morning to Winnipeg and Kenora and overnight in a 
hotel. Friday to Port Arthur along Lake Superior to Marathon and there overnight. Saturday to Sault Ste. 
Marie, Sudbury, and Barrie to Drayton, where we arrived at G. Landman's 3 o’clock in pouring rain. In the 
week of 7-12 August visited W. van Blijderveen in Elora, B. Velkdhuizen in Burgessville, Jan Rijksen, 
Niagara Falls. 
Monday 14 August we went to Jan in Montreal. Left there again Wednesday morning, back to Drayton to 
overnight by G. Landman. Thursday morning took some more pictures at Blijderveen, visited Rev. 
Hanenburg in Holland Marsh. Crossed the polder area a bit and then started on the way back. Overnight in 
a motel south of Sudbury. Next day to a hotel just before Port Arthur where white rabbits were jumping 
around behind the hotel. Continued to Brandon on Saturday and stayed with G. van Donkersgoed Sunday 
and Monday. Left Brandon on Tuesday morning, had coffee with Wim in Edmonton at about 10 o’clock, 
and went the rest of the way home. 
The total trip was 6383 miles. The last day we traveled 799 miles; another long day was from Marathon to 
Drayton, 740 miles. 
 
17-23 September 1961 
Jaap went back to Edmonton on Tuesday for his studies.  
Sylvester Haisan will come to work here after threshing. 
 
25-30 September 1961 
Sylvester Haisan came on Wednesday and will be responsible for egg collection and cleaning, and feeding 
the chickens. Agreed on wages of $100 per month and dinner (only) here. 
 
2-7 October 1961 
Sunday 1 October Bertha, Wim and Hans, each with spouse visit for Mother's birthday. On Thursday 
toured Edmonton with Mr. and Mrs. Hovestad. 
 
2-5 November 1961 
Willem and Dixie have a daughter, Ann Elizabeth, on November 1. 
 
25-30 December 1961 
Children all home, except Jan. 
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1-6 January 1962 
Received word that Stienstra passed away 27 December. 
 
15-20 January 1962 
Truck traded in on Saturday for a 1958 Fargo panel truck. Additional cost $750. 
 
26 February - 3 March 1962 
Tuesday morning it was 36 below on our thermometer. Our neighbor, P. Platzner, reported 48 below. 
Postmaster in Busby 52 below, Legal corner 52 below, Westlock 52 below, radio Edmonton 36 below. 
In early morning five of the eleven chick brooder stoves had gone out, result 123 dead. At 3 am everything 
was still fine, at 7 am the stoves were out. 
 
5-10 March 1962 
Jean Beaupré snowed in, spent all night in a car on the road 1 mile from her house. 
 
6 May 1962 
Sunday May 6 roads impassable, stayed home from church. Agreed with Sylvester Haisan that as long as 
he cannot find another job he will come here for odd jobs. 
 
14-22 May 1962 
Saturday afternoon left for C. van 't Land in Lethbridge to celebrate 30th wedding anniversary on May 20. 
 
23 May - 2 June 1962 
Bearings in the truck give way and the truck stays in St. Albert. Wim brings me home Saturday night. 
 
4-9 June 1962 
Picked up truck in St. Albert on Tuesday. Went to Barrhead Wednesday night, where our new pastor, 
Rev. Walter Dubois, was installed. 
 
18-23 June 1962 
On Sunday evening Willem and Dixie will bring their daughter Karen, who will stay here during their 
holiday. 
 
16-28 July 1962 
On Tuesday evening, Kees van 't Land and wife and Len Vogelaar showed up with his wife for a visit until 
Friday morning. Thursday evening went with them to the church in Neerlandia for the installation of Rev. 
Hollander.  
 
10-22 September 1962 
Jaap came along from Edmonton on Tuesday evening. 
 
22-27 October 1962 
To classis in Rocky Mountain House on Wednesday. War threats of war this week as a result of US-Cuba 
tension.  
 
12-17 November 1962 
This week we started building a 26‘ x 14' bunkhouse. 
 
19-24 November 1962 
Construction of bunkhouse by P. Platzner and Gerrit continued this week. In the beginning of the week 
George McMillan's chicken house burned down. 
 
24-29 December 1962 
On Christmas Day Jaap was home with his girl Avlyn Ellen and Han. On Boxing Day, Wim was also here 
with his wife and children.  
 
31 December 1962 - 5 January 1963 
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All of us went to Bertha’s on New Year's Day; Han and Wim and Dixie were there as well. 
 
21-26 January 1963 
On Saturday Mike Sandstra and wife visit. 
 
4-9 February 1963 
Saturday Han and Jaap are here and do a partial installation of the electric feed mixer. 
 
11-16 February 1963 
Friday morning a daughter is born at Wim and Dixie’s. 
 
25-30 March 1963 
On Saturday Wilco had an accident with the tractor belt, which almost ripped out his thumb. Took him to 
hospital immediately. 
 
31 March - 6 April 1963 
Wilco calls from the hospital every afternoon. Thumb improves, the tip is black, however, and may need 
to be cut off. 
 
8-13 April 1963 
Good Friday we go to church by truck via Busby. The situation with Wilco is still the same except that 
the doctor has now said that the tip of the thumb needs to come off. 
 
15-20 April 1963 
On Thursday Wilco came home from the hospital in Westlock and on Friday was transferred to the 
Misericordia hospital in Edmonton where bone specialist Dr. Gort will amputate his thumb on Monday. 
 
22-27 April 1963 
Wilco's thumb was amputated on Monday to slightly past the second joint, counting from the nail. 
 
29 April - 4 May 1963 
Last week I got a sort of inflammation in the calf of the right leg. Doctor prescribes rest. Little 
improvement this week. 
 
6-18 May 1963 
Leg just about better with respect to pain. Jack was home for 2 weeks. Wilco comes back from the hospital 
on Tuesday 14 May. 
 
27 May 1963 
On Friday, Wim sprays some weeds around the buildings.  
 
23-24 June 1963 
From Saturday to Sunday  a light night frost injures gardens and also grain. 
 
15-20 July 1963 
Han came home on Tuesday afternoon to help with haying. 
 
22-27 July 1963 
Han stayed until Wednesday after dinner.  
 
12-17 August 1963 
At the beginning of the week a steer was badly injured by a piece of wood; by the end of the week things 
had improved. 
 
26-31 August 1963 
Last week Friday, wife goes with Moes to C. van 't Land. She comes back Monday night. 
 
18-23 November 1963 
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Friday afternoon US President Kennedy is shot dead by assassin. 
 
22-28 December 1963 
Wednesday is Christmas Day. Han, Jan, Jaap and his girl come home. On Boxing Day Wim also comes 
with his family and Mrs. Wierenga. 
 
29 December 1963 - 4 January 1964 
On New Year's Day Bertha comes with her family. 
 
3-8 February 1964 
Wednesday afternoon Jaap's future in-laws come for a visit. 
 
24-29 February 1964 
Thursday evening Bertha and Bill Groot, Wim and Dixie and Jaap and Avlyn come for birthday 
celebration. 
 
2-7 March 1964 
Friday evening a young bull calf drowned in water tank. 
 
9-14 March 1964 
Friday night Bertha's father-in-law, Mr. S, Groot, died suddenly. 
 
16-21 March 1964 
S. Groot's funeral. 
 
23 March - 4 April 1964 
This week the creamery in Westlock burned down. Zijlmans leaves our service Saturday night. 
 
4-9 May 1964 
Sunday evening Han and Jaap and Avlyn visit. 
 
11-16 May 1964 
Jaap is home Tuesday to Friday. 
 
18-23 May 1964 
On Friday, Jack marries Avlyn Ellen in Lacombe. 
 
15-20 June 1964 
Wim and family visit on Sunday. 
 
29 June - 4 July 1964 
Han is home on vacation this week. He fixes up the cattle scale. 
 
6-11 July 1964 
Han will be home this week, until Friday afternoon. Jan comes with his wife and children Thursday night. 
 
13-18 July 1964 
Jan and family are here until Friday. On Tuesday Jan baled hay with Wilco on Northfield. 
 
20-25 July 1964 
Kees van 't Land en Aal visited from last Friday night to Monday morning. Jan comes on Tuesday 
afternoon to say goodbye and goes back to Florida. Mr. and Mrs. Nicholson visit. 
 
14-19 September 1964 
Gerrit left on a two-week holiday last week. 
 
28 December 1964 - 2 January 1965 
On Christmas Day Bertha and family visit. On New Year ’s Day Jaap and wife. 
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8-13 February 1965 
Saturday morning  the roads were blocked badly. Because Mrs. Knaga had to go to the hospital, snowplow 
came Saturday afternoon already. 
 
15-20 February 1965 
Knaga and his son were on their way to meet Mrs. Knaga, who had surgery in Edmonton. On the way back 
they couldn't get any further than Legal corner, where they spent the night in the service station's candy 
shop, with about 20 others. Saturday afternoon they came home via Westlock. 
 
22-27 March 1965 
Last week, the wife got new teeth.  
 
12-17 April 1965 
Bertha and family visit on Friday. On Saturday, Aart van Zeggelaar with wife and son Henry with his wife 
and child. Got new upper teeth on Tuesday. 
 
19-24 April 1965 
Easter Sunday April 20. Wim with Dixie and children visit. Wilco makes profession of faith in Westlock 
with Rev. Dubois. 
 
14-19 June 1965 
Gerrit left for BC on Monday morning, wanted a change. 
 
28 June - 3 July 1965 
Wilco finished his high school exams on Tuesday 29 June. Gerrit is home Thursday night to Saturday 
afternoon. 
 
12-17 July 1965 
Farm listed for sale at $60,000, including machinery and chickens. 
 
19-24 July 1965 
Wilco went on holiday trip Monday morning to Flin Flon, Manitoba, until Friday July 30. It is a high 
school student exchange, organized and paid for by the government. Wim and family are here this week. 
 
16-21 August 1965 
On Tuesday, two swarms of bees get into the walls of our house. Martha Ericson will come to help in 
September. 
 
30 August - 4 September 1965 
On Monday Martha Ericson started work. 
 
13-18 September 1965 
Friday evening Gerrit comes home from BC. He had injured his hand. Some late-brood swallows flew from 
their nest this week, so their parents were forced to stay also. They probably had a tough time during the 
cold snowy days. 
 
20-25 September 1965 
Saw the swallows for the last time on Monday. Friday evening and night a lot of snow (1.5-2 inches) fell, 
with night frost. Hardly any grain has been threshed so far. What will become of the record crop? 
 
18-23 October 1965 
Started building the 6th chicken house this week. Morris Williams is doing it. 
 
13-18 December 1965 
Wife and Han leave Saturday by plane to visit Jan in Florida.  
 
20-25 December 1965 
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No church on Saturday, Christmas Day. Wilco and I went to Bertha for Christmas. 
 
27 December 1965 - 1 January 1966 
Wilco has been home for two weeks but will return to Edmonton on Saturday. 
 
3-8 January 1966 
Wife arrived back in Edmonton from Florida Monday night and came home Tuesday night. 
 
17-22 January 1966 
To classis on Wednesday . 
 
7-12 February 1966 
Wednesday evening we went to a meeting in Edmonton about establishing a poultry marketing board. 
Wife and Martha go to the planetarium. 
 
28 March - 2 April 1966 
The ceiling will be put in the sixth chicken house this week. 
 
2-7 May 1966 
From last week’s winter we went to almost summer this week. Warm weather the entire week, the last 
three days sometimes 80 to 85F. 
Wilco came home for the summer on Sunday evening. Rev. Dubois announced on Sunday that he has 
accepted a call to Mountain Lake, Minnesota. 
 
13-18 June 1966 
Sunday June 12, Rev. Dubois says farewell to our congregation with sermon on Ps. 35: 4. 
 
4-9 July 1966 
This week Friday started concrete floor in the sixth chicken house. 
 
25-30 July 1966 
Friday afternoon Willem comes with his family for a holiday. 
 
1-6 August 1966 
Willem helped unload the hay, Wilco and Mike Lakusta took care of the bales. Willem and family left 
again Wednesday afternoon. 
 
8-13 August 1966 
Floor in sixth chicken house is about finished. Did some wiring for lights. 
 
15-20 August 1966 
Cages for sixth chicken house have not arrived yet due to delays in eastern Canada. Young hens already lay 
about 20% outside, which causes a lot of problems.  
 
5-10 September 1966 
Thursday afternoon Bertha gave birth to a daughter, 7 lb 7 oz. P. Tazelaar visited Wednesday evening and 
Thursday morning. 
 
19-24 September 1966 
At the beginning of the week there was still a pair of old swallows with young ones, but they were gone by 
the end of the week. No night frosts so far, and flowers are still beautiful everywhere; leaves on the trees are 
changing colour. 
 
10-15 October 1966 
Last week Friday I was on the new highway west of Morinville for the first time. 
 
21-26 November 1966 
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This week Don Pearson, married to Amy Weaver, an RCMP man, shot and killed in Edmonton. Buried in 
Neerlandia on Saturday. 
 
28 November - 3 December 1966 
Martha Erickson gets her driver's license on Thursday. 
 
19-24 December 1966 
Wilco, Morris Boonstra, and Walter Knaga take manure out of chicken house 4 and 2 west. 
 
16-21 January 1967 
Koekkoek in Rhenen turned 90. Egg price dropped to 28 ct. Friday last week. 
 
1 April 1967 
Saturday April 1 at 5:30 Han marries Audrey Pawliuk. 
 
17-22 April 1967 
In southern Alberta it snowed quite a bit this week; about 30 inches according to radio, with drifts here and 
there up to 15 feet high. A lot of young calves dead according to radio. 
 
24-29 April 1967 
In southern Alberta it keeps snowing all week. Traffic mostly paralyzed by the end of the week. 
 
1-6 May 1967 
Some three feet of snow fell in southern Alberta last week. Lethbridge and Nobleford were hit the hardest, 
including the Pincher Creek area. Today, May 1, helicopters, including a couple from the US, helped 
spread hay. According to reports, clusters of cattle stand together, sometimes up to their shoulders in snow. 
Heavy cattle losses are expected, especially calves. No field work has been done anywhere from what I have 
heard or seen.  
 
8-13 May 1967 
In the south another foot of snow fell in the beginning of the week. Wilco and Bert de Kam install cages in 
the sixth chicken house. 
 
15-20 May 1967 
Saturday afternoon I saw the first swallow, on the Sunfield. On Sunday morning May 21 two pairs arrived 
on our yard. 
 
5-10 June 1967 
About 1000 pullets put in cages this week. Also this week saw the war between Israel and the Arab 
countries. 
 
26 June - 1 July 1967 
Went to game farm on Saturday with wife and Wilco. 
 
31 July - 5 August 1967 
On Wednesday morning left with wife for a trip through Jasper, Lake Louise, Rogers Pass, Crowsnest 
Pass, Pincher Creek, Coalhurst. The trip was very nice and went smoothly, without car trouble. Worth 
mentioning from the trip were Golden, Revelstoke, Rogers Pass, the mountain views, Crowsnest Pass, 
mountain slide in Frank (1903), the dirty Natal from coal, the steep hill from Rossdale to Warfield. Visited 
P. Tazelaar in Vernon, W. Lucas in Kelowna, where we stayed overnight, W. van Donkersgoed in 
Kelowna, who went out with us on Friday afternoon to see things here and there (picked cherries at 5 ct per 
lb). We stopped briefly at L. Vogelaar’s in Pincher Creek. Stayed overnight Sunday by brother-in-law Cees 
van 't Land in Coalhurst and went home on Monday morning. Arrived there at half past four.  
Total miles driven 1749, spent $41.20 on gas plus our own full tank about $10, nearly 2.5 ct per mile. 
Mileage on leaving 87172, on return 88922. 
 
7-19 August 1967 
Wilco and Gerrit are going on a holiday to BC on Tuesday morning until next week Saturday. 
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21-26 August 1967 
Gert and Wilco home safely Saturday afternoon about 4 o’clock. 
 
25-30 September 1967 
On Tuesday morning Wilco left for his studies, which now also marks the end his time of working on the 
farm. Our last son now has said goodbye to farm life and we are left at home without children, just husband 
and wife. 
 
9-14 October 1967 
Bert de Kam came to work here on Saturday morning last week and also this entire week.  
 
16-21 October 1967 
On Tuesday and Friday Bert de Kam came along to customers in St. Albert for the first time. 
 
6-11 November 1967 
Gerrit and Wilco home Saturday. 
 
15-20 January 1968 
Martha's mother had breast surgery this Friday. 
 
22-27 January 1968 
Crisis this week with the American ship Pueblo, captured by the North Koreans. 
 
22-27 April 1968 
On Tuesday, Bertha and Bill Groot came back from a three-week trip to Holland. 
 
6-11 May 1968 
Bert de Kam went to his homestead this week. 
 
13-18 May 1968 
On Tuesday morning I saw the first few swallows. 
 
20-25 May 1968 
Major wildfires ravage Alberta, with several out of control. 
 
3-8 June 1968 
Robert Kennedy is shot and killed this week in Los Angeles. 
 
10-15 June 1968 
Light frost in a few places on Friday. In Martha’s garden, tomatoes, corn, etc., froze. 
 
1-6 July 1968 
Installation of Rev. Drijfhout in Barrhead Wednesday night. Welcome evening in Westlock on Friday. 
 
15-20  July1968 
Bert de Kam is going on a week’s vacation on Saturday. 
 
22-27 July 1968 
Grass will be cut this week and should be ready for baling on Saturday. Contractor asks permission to bale 
on Sunday, which I do not give. 
 
29 July - 10 August 1968 
On Sunday Han and Jaap and families visit. Went on holiday trip on Wednesday, first to Innisfail, stayed 
with Mike Sandstra, then via Banff, Rogers Pass, and stayed in campground just south of Revelstoke. Next 
day to Kelowna and stayed overnight at W. van Donkersgoed. Left there Saturday morning at about 10:30, 
to C. van 't Land in Coalhurst. Arrived there at about 2am at night. Left for home Monday morning at 
about 10:30, via Drumheller, Stettler, Camrose, and Edmonton.  
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Mileage on departure 39356, on arrival home 40963, drove 1607 miles. We left home with a full tank, 
bought gas for $33.85, mostly at 46 cents per gallon; upon return the tank was still half full. Fuel cost, 
therefore, was about $2.30 per 100 miles. 
The trip went without much difficulty except for a vapour lock after a stop outside Revelstoke. In Kelowna 
it was hot, at 10 o'clock in the evening still 81. On the way from Kelowna to Coalhurst we had 
thunderstorms, in Coalhurst it was dry. On the way home from Edmonton quite a lot of rain. 
 
30 September - 5 October 1968 
This week is Bert de Kam's last week. Martha wants $10 more per week, I offer $4.50. She may leave us in 
two weeks. 
 
7-12 October 1968 
Light snow now and then this week, also rain, everything is muddy, roads sometimes almost impassable. 
Little harvesting has been done yet. Walter Knaga helps sometimes this week. Wilco is home Friday night 
to Monday night. 
 
14-26 October 1968 
On October 15 a vein broke in my leg. Causes some pain  and also swelling; because of lack of help, 
however, I kept working. When it was rainy, Walter Knaga came to help sometimes but when it got dry, 
he had to go work at home again. My wife and I had to do it all alone then and were crazy busy, with 
added need to sit still with my swollen leg. 
 
28 October - 9 November 1968 
Very busy last two weeks. Annie Edwards has taken over Martha's work, but missed quite often because of 
the wedding of her youngest daughter and the death of her 83-year-old mother. Mrs. Platzner came to help 
for a few days; the boys from Edmonton also came sometimes to help with feeding on Saturdays. Kept on 
working with swollen leg, although this brought difficulty once in a while because of the swelling. Toward 
the end of the last week, however, things began to improve. 
 
11-16 November 1968 
Annie Edwards and Walter Knaga are here this week, so everything is working, though we are still very 
busy with our 8 to 9000 chickens. 
 
18-23 November 1968 
Things are not going very well with my leg. There are a few open wounds around my ankle now that cause 
quite a bit of pain.  
 
25-30 November 1968 
Wilco buys his first car, a Volkswagen, for $1,600. This week Bob Leahy fell off a truck, has a life-
threatening skull fracture. Leg condition same as last week. 
 
2-7 December 1968 
Bob Leahy died this week. Buried  on Friday. 
 
9-14 December 1968 
We have to work very hard to keep everything going and nights are sometimes very short for me. 
 
23-28 December 1968 
Wednesday is Christmas Day; to Bill and Dixie for supper. Thursday afternoon to the hospital for leg 
surgery on Friday. 
 
29-31 December 1968 
Leg surgery for varicose vein removal on Friday morning 27 December. 
 
1-31 January 1969 
The first few days after the operation, everything was fine, but after that, signs of infection showed up, 
especially at the two incisions at the ankle. Also, to a lesser extent, at the incision in the top part of the 
leg. This prevented healing and instead of a week in the hospital, as I was told originally, I had to stay 
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until January 31, and even then the last wound just above the ankle had not yet completely closed. At 
home this caused quite a bit of concern about work, especially since it was very cold the whole month of 
January, often down to 30 or 40 below. During the time I was gone, Wilco and Gert came home on 
weekends. The egg peddling was done by Wilco, sometimes with help from Han, while Gerrit helped 
Walter Knaga at home in taking care of the chickens. Annie Edwards did the eggs Monday through Friday. 
On Saturdays Mrs. Platzner came. 
 
1-8 January 1969 
Tuesday and Friday I went along selling eggs again, Tuesday with Pete, and Friday with Wilco and Pete. 
Walking is going fairly well, leg is slightly swollen by evening. 
 
8-15 January 1969 
Sunday evening 8 o’clock Mrs. Edwards died, at nearly 79; buried on Wednesday. Gerrit is home again for 
a few weeks, after giving up his studies. 
 
15-22 January 1969 
Leg usually is quite swollen in the evening 
 
10-15 March 1969 
Application for natural gas submitted this week.  
 
16-26 April 1969 
Wilco finished his final exams at the university in Edmonton on Friday. 
 
28 April - 3 May 1969 
Saw the first pair of swallows in St. Albert on Tuesday April 29. 
 
5-10 May 1969 
Saw the first swallows on our farm on Monday. Wilco was in Wisconsin for a trip this week and last week. 
Has decided to get married on August 22. 
 
19-31 May 1969 
Went to Wilco’s graduation on Thursday May 29. He has first class honours, four 8’s and four 9’s. 
 
2-14 June 1969 
Wednesday-hursday 11-12 June quite a bit of night frost, at Bill Groot as low as 21F. Potatoes all frozen 
there. Here the frost has done only minor damage in the garden. Family picnic Thursday in park in south 
Edmonton. 
 
16-28 June 1969 
The new house has its roof on and initial wiring and plumbing are done. 
 
4-9 August 1969 
Wilco will be home this week from Tuesday night to Saturday night. Lost a lot of time with leaking water 
connection to the new house. 
 
11-23 August 1969 
The evening of August 15 Wilco marries Audrey Hogenes in Second Chr. Ref. Church, Edmonton. 
Weather was nice that day. 
 
25 August - 1 September 1969 
Vacation week from Tuesday. Took a trip through Jasper, Banff, Radium Hot Springs, Fort Steele, 
Crowsnest Pass, Lethbridge. 
 
16-20 September 1969 
Construction of our new house has been quite slow. This week the floor in the basement was finished and 
the stucco was put on. Cupboards have been in for a while already. Van Zalen did some painting a few 
weeks ago. 
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23-27 September 1969 
Gas stove and eaves troughs were installed this week. 
 
29 September - 11 October 1969 
Not much happened to the house this week other than some paintwork and tiles in the kitchen.  
 
22 October - November 1 1969 
Last week natural gas was hooked up, and the meter was installed. Last Monday the electrician hooked up 
the stove, linoleum was put down on Thursday, and on Saturday the plumber finished his work. Thursday 
morning Willem was home for a while. He is in California now, but had to be here for a student exam. 
 
3-8 November 1969 
After a lot of delay the house was completed this week except for the storage room downstairs. Last was an 
electrician,  the very last a few hoses for the septic tank. Friday night we slept in it the first time. 
 
1-6 December 1969 
On Friday the old house was moved to north of the  bunkhouse. 
 
22-27 December 1969 
Bertha, Han, Jaap, and Wilco and their families have Christmas dinner here. 
 
1-3 January 1970 
Wilco and wife went back to Edmonton on January 1 and will leave for Madison, Wisconsin early on 
January 2. 
 
21-24 January 1970 
Russell Thomson makes bedroom for Gerrit in basement. 
 
23-28 February 1970 
Bertha with husband and children and Jaap with wife and child come on birthday visit on Saturday. 
 
25 April - 1 May 1970 
Bought electric organ this week. Will be picked up Saturday night from Bertha who had rented it 
temporarily. 
 
3-8 May 1970 
Saw the first few swallows on our farm on Saturday May 8. 
 
24-30 May 1970 
Gerrit leaves Friday May 29 for a 4-week vacation trip to Holland. 
 
29 June - 3 July 1970 
Gerrit came back to Edmonton Saturday night from his trip to Holland and was brought back here by Jaap 
on Sunday afternoon. Tuesday was a typically Dutch rainy day, with rain all day long. 
 
13-18 July 1970 
Gijsje Nijboer and Cor van Selm visit since last week, will stay until a week from Monday.  
 
20-25 July 1970 
Wife with Gijsje Nijboer and Cor van Selm went to Jasper Tuesday to Friday. Bertha drove the car. 
 
27 July - 1 August 1970 
Gijsje Nijboer and Cor van Selm left to return to Holland on Monday. 
 
17-29 August 1970 
Wilco and wife are here for a few days. Had a picnic with kids in Edmonton Wednesday afternoon 26 
August. 
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31 August - 13 September 1970 
Wednesday night children and Kees van 't Land and aunt Aal are here for our 40th wedding anniversary 
celebration. Willem shows slides of his travels in Europe. 
 
14-19 September 1970 
Van Doesburg Sr. and wife and Wim van Doesburg and wife visit Thursday afternoon. 
 
21-26 September 1970 
Picked up new truck Thursday afternoon; the purchase had already taken place on June 3, but delivery kept 
on being delayed. 
 
9-14 November 1970 
Trees are beautiful with all the hoarfrost. 
 
23-28 November 1970 
A lot of snow and wind on Tuesday. Couldn't get home from St. Albert in the evening, got stuck in snow 
drift about half a mile east of Busby. Left the truck there and stayed with Stan Munro overnight. Next 
morning Gerrit picked me up with the tractor and pulled the truck out.  
 
21-26 December 1970 
Wednesday morning Gerrit pulled the truck to Busby through the snow drifts. Stayed overnight at Bertha's 
since it was impossible to return. Went back Thursday afternoon; the last 1.5 miles had not yet been 
plowed and the tractor had to help get the truck home. Children had planned to come on Saturday, Boxing 
Day, but the road did not get plowed until half past one. Children then came Sunday afternoon. 
 
11-16 January 1971 
Thursday night well pump motor quit. We tried to take it to Westlock but couldn't get beyond 1/4 mile 
from home. Not even with the help of the tractor. Phoned the Councillor who got the snow plow here at 
about 5. Gerrit got the motor fixed in Westlock the same night. It needed new brushes.  
 
15-20 February 1971 
A lot of flu in St. Albert, few families are without. 
 
22-27 February 1971 
Saturday afternoon Bertha, Bill, Dixie, with children (Wim was ill), Han and Jaap, all with children, are 
here for birthday celebration. 
 
12-17 April 1971 
A group of children from St. Albert comes to see baby chicks on Saturday. Also took them to Edwards and 
then to Fesyk to see calves and piglets, and to Busby school for various pets. On Friday in St. Albert I 
heard the first robin sing. 
 
26 April - 1 May 1971 
Tuesday morning at 3 o'clock Eric Edwards dies unexpectedly after being in the hospital since Saturday., 
He will be buried Saturday May 1. He was almost 53. 
 
21-26 June 1971 
Han and Audrey are coming Saturday to take care of the place during a three-week vacation trip for us. 
 
5-24 July 1971 
Left Monday afternoon, downpour in Edmonton at Northgate. Via Jasper to BC; first night at a 
campground at Valemount, rained all night. On Tuesday a visit to Donkersgoed and R. de Jong. 
Wednesday morning across the US border at Cascade to Spokane, Missoula, Butte, Whitehall, highway 
287 to Yellowstone Park. Stayed the night at the south entrance, with rain and thunder. Then via Landor 
to Rawlins, Laramie, and Boulder, where we arrive Friday night 8:15.  Stayed with Jan until Tuesday 
morning. Via Sterling, Omaha, highway 80 to Stuart, then highway 6 to Adel, from Adel to Ogden and 
Fort Dodge. Slept in Webster City parking area at night, then highways 20, 69, and 3 to Hampton, 
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Waverly, highway 63 to Nashua Church, 18 to Madison, where we arrive Thursday night about 7. Stayed 
with Wilco until Tuesday morning. Then via Lacrosse, Rapid City, Buffalo, Billings, Lavison, 
Hallowton, Moore, Great Falls, Sun River to the Alberta border. On Thursday stopped about 4 hours at 
Kees en Aal. Home again Saturday night. Total distance was at least 5000 miles. 
 
25-31 July 1971 
Nice warm weather this week. Jan and family here until Monday morning 2 August. Picnic in Mayfair 
Park, Edmonton, on Saturday. 
 
2-7 August 1971 
Tuesday evening Morinville and surroundings completely hailed out, hailstones the size of cherries. We 
have a lot of hay in swaths; finishing it will not go well with this kind of weather.  
 
13-18 September 1971 
Friday morning I saw a few swallows sitting on the wires, looking poorly, probably late brood; the rest 
had left already last week. 
 
29 November - 4 December 1971 
Feed mixer installed this week in sixth chicken house. 
 
13-31 December 1971 
Extraordinarily busy these days, can’t really keep up. Until Christmas Day (then 30 below) often wind and 
snow storms, chicken water often frozen. Finally I caught a heavy cold that kept me in bed around 
Christmas. Wilco and family over for Christmas. Many people sick. 
 
1-8 January 1972 
Grandchildren visit Monday 3 January. Many people still sick: cold, flu, some with pneumonia. 
 
9-15 April 1972 
Heard first robin singing in St. Albert Friday April 14. 
 
8-13 May 1972 
Saw first swallow on the farm on Tuesday, a few days later than in other years; a few days later there were a 
lot. 
 
15-20 May 1972 
Saturday went to C. van 't Land, to celebrate his and Aal’s 40th wedding anniversary. Han and his wife 
help do the work at home. Came back Monday May 22. 
 
22-27 May 1972 
Very eventful week: during the night of 23 to 24 May, Gerrit became completely confused; after 
consultation with police, Willem, and doctor, he is taken to the hospital in Westlock. He stays there until 
Sunday evening and then goes with Albert Moes to his farm. Han, Jaap, and Willem help us. 
 
29 May - 3 June 1972 
Trui Schuld and Harriet Schuld visit; on Thursday morning they leave again. 
 
5-21 June 1972 
Gerrit was at Moes' for only a few days, and then came home again. On the whole it's going reasonably 
well.  
 
26 June - 1 July 1972 
During these last weeks I have been terribly busy, usually working until 10 or 11 at night and still can't 
get all the work done. George Lecky, a boy of about 15, will come here during his vacation. 
 
3-8 July 1972 
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Still behind with my work, many eggs still need to be taken care of, bookkeeping is still 14 days behind. 
Much has been left undone, also in the chicken houses. Walter MacDonald and Jim Lecky put new 
shingles on chicken houses 1 and 2. 
 
10-15 July 1972 
Jan Hovestad and wife from Rhenen visit from Sunday night to Wednesday night. 
 
17-29 July 1972 
Arie Hovestad with his parents come Saturday afternoon to say goodbye. 
 
4-9 September 1972 
On Monday all the swallows were still here, but on Tuesday most were gone. One pair stayed behind and 
was still here Friday morning. 
 
16 October - 25 November 1972 
Over-busyness is resolved, books are still behind, working with Gerrit is very difficult. From 17 to 24 
November he was  in the University Hospital to find out what might be wrong. 
 
11-31 December 1972 
Still having a lot of trouble keeping up with the work; bookkeeping is completely behind now. 
 
1-7 January 1973 
Blizzard conditions start Monday night January 1 and continue until Tuesday night. Did not go away all 
week. Friday afternoon around 4 the snowplow came to clear the road. During the whole month of January 
it has been terribly busy. 
 
1-10 February 1973 
On Wednesday 10 February turned over the selling of eggs from door to door to a certain Mr. Goudreau. I 
was forced to do it because of an ulcer on my right leg that started to develop the middle of January and 
since then got worse. Gerrit and Jaap are doing the last peddling today, February 10. 
 
19-24 February 1973 
Spent the last few weeks sitting in the house with my leg up. The ulcer is fairly painful and there is little 
evidence of improvement. 
 
26 February - 3 March 1973 
Had no visitors on my 70th birthday. Jaap and wife were here last week. Han called Monday night from 
Lethbridge. Aal and Kees van 't Land phoned on my birthday. Wednesday evening Bertha, Willem, and 
Dixie came. 
 
5-10 March 1973 
The ulcer has healed quite a bit this week. It is not quite closed yet, but it made good progress. Below the 
skin, between ulcer and ankle, it is also getting better. 
 
12-17 March 1973 
Ulcer is almost closed now. 
 
19-24 March 1973 
The leg ulcer was completely closed at the beginning of the week. Went to doctor with it for the last time 
on Tuesday. He advises caution, however, because the new tissue is still weak. 
 
26-31 March 1973 
Leg is not that good this week, I did some walking and that doesn't seem to go well. 
 
1-7 April 1973 
Went to hospital because of a minor stroke on Friday April 6. Came home again Thursday 19 April. 
 
23 June - 8 September 1973 
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Keeping up with this diary has not gone well this summer. It was a wonderful summer, very good for crop 
growth, very often warm and dry on week days and rainy on weekends, especially the so-called long 
weekends. 
 
10-15 September 1973 
Thunderstorms and quite a bit of rain at the beginning of the week. Snow showers on Thursday. Most 
swallows have left just in time. Two pairs that had young ones stayed behind. The young ones of the pair 
in the brooder house have just flown out; those of the pair in the chop granary are still small and in the 
nest. 
 
17-22 September 1973 
Swallows with young are still here. 
 
24-29 September 1973 
On Saturday September 29 the swallows apparently have all left for better places. 
 
25-29 December 1973 
On Boxing Day all the children and grandchildren from Edmonton visit (16 grandchildren). Bill Groot 
shows slides of their trip to eastern Canada. Wilco phoned from Delaware. 
 
1-5 January 1974 
Laura Groot and Ingrid Tensen are here for a few days to help. 
 
23 February 1974 
Jan's family arrives here. We buy a mobile home to live in, for $6000. 
 
1-16 March 1974 
Big snowstorm on March 14, with a lot of wind. The radio reports cancellation of a lot of meetings, 
auctions, etc. All schools in Camrose are closed, no taxi travel there, etc. 
 
22-27 April 1974 
Saw the first ducks Sunday April 21, the first robins Monday night April 22. 
 
29 April - 4 May 1974 
Tuesday April 30 received word that pneumonia was the cause of death for quite a few baby chicks from the 
second batch. Of the first batch nearly 400 suddenly died last week. After checking the feed, it turned out 
there was too much sulfur, which caused poisoning. Picked up medicine from vet in Westlock. 
 
6-11 May 1974 
Rain showers all week. Cannot start anything in the field. The grain that stayed in the field unthreshed last 
fall is rotting and begins to sprout in the swath. Seeding cannot be done either. 
 
3-12 June 1974 
Tuesday June 5, bought 11 Aberdeen Angus heifers at $165 each at Auction Mart. 
 
8 July - 9 September 1974 
Keeping up with this diary has been stalled this summer. Jan cut our grass and got it in hay bales except 
for the Hillfield, part of which was done by George Fedorovitch. La Forge Bros. have made a new well that 
seems to be very good. 
Most of the swallows have left already but there are still a few flying around, from a late brood that left their 
nest the end of August. It's sad to see them in the cold and wetness and still trying to catch a fly or a 
mosquito. Tuesday morning 11 September it is snowing, a light snowfall. Some swallows still flying 
around sadly in the snow. 
 
9-29 September 1974 
This diary has not been kept up regularly. 
 
1-5 October 1974 



56 

 

Jan works most of the week on the cover shed for the new well. 
 
20 October - 3 November 1974 
Weather better than forecast, beautiful sunny and warm all week. Almost hard to believe for this time of 
year. On Sunday afternoon 3 November I sat on a chair outside for a while to enjoy the sunshine. 
 
1-9 December 1974 
Gerrit hit a pedestrian in Edmonton earlier this week, which caused him and also us a lot of concern. The 
injuries seem to be less serious than first thought. 
 
9-15 December 1974 
Friday afternoon James and Annie Edwards visited here. I went with James to see the cattle on the breaking 
where they were grazing quietly. Did not go to church on Sunday because of snow drifts on the road. 
 
26 December 1974 
Had a family reunion at Trinity Chr. Ref. Church in Edmonton. All children and grandchildren were 
present, except for Gerrit who did not feel well and stayed home. On Saturday December 28 took Gerrit to 
the hospital in Westlock. 
 
1-7 January 1975 
Gerrit is still in hospital, his condition keeps changing. 
 
25 January - 1 February 1975 
Gerrit still in Edmonton. [Note: Moved from Westlock?] 
 
1-15 February 1975 
Gerrit comes home again Friday February 14. On Saturday mother does not feel well, no courage, with all 
the busyness, has no explanation for it. 
 
16 February - 28 March 1975 
On February 20 Trui Schuld's oldest son in Holland died suddenly. He was 41. 
 
14-19 April 1975 
Friday evening April 18 I saw the first flock of ducks flying north. 
 
18-25 August 1975 
Willem and his family were here the last half of the week. Wilco and family were here Saturday. Willem 
left on Sunday evening. 
 
1-7 September 1975 
Only five swallows left; usually there was a whole swarm, the sky seems strangely empty now. The others 
must all have left already.  
 
8-13 September 1975 
Last Friday evening celebrated our 45th wedding anniversary with children and grandchildren in Sands 
Hotel in Edmonton. They were all there, except Jaap and family. Jaap is now studying in the US. Uncle 
Kees and aunt Aal with Wilma and Mike Sandstra also came. Kees and Aal are going to Busby and will 
stay until Monday. 
A few the late-brood swallows are still here with their parents on September 9. 
 
7 October 1975 
K. Vrieling and wife visit. They now live in Abbotsford, BC. 
 
13-18 October 1975 
Wilco called this week to say he had bought a house in Fort Saskatchewan. 
 
3-8 November 1975 
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The cattle can still manage fine on the pasture, without added hay. One steer gets some extra barley chop 
because it is to be butchered soon. 
 
7 November 1975 
At night we celebrated the 25th anniversary of our church in the Lutheran Church in Barrhead. Bertha, 
Laura and Bill Groot, our Willem and Wilco with wife also came. 
 
29 November - 26 December 1975 
Boxing Day at Bertha's, with children and all grandchildren except Jan and his family.  
 
28-31 December 1975 
On Monday Hans with his wife and children are here. 
 
7 January 1976 
This Wednesday the farm was turned over to Jan at lawyer in Westlock. 
 
1-27 March 1976 
Gerrit is starting to have some trouble with shortness of breath. Yesterday he went to the doctor about it for 
the first time.  
 
5-10 April 1976 
On Friday April 9 bought a pony at sale for WW Young, for $65. Saw first robins (2) today on Knaga's 
quarter south of us. Saturday night heard frogs sing for the first time this year. 
 
12-17 April 1976 
On Sunday April 25 Laura Groot makes profession of faith in Trinity Church. 
 
26 April - 8 May 1976 
Monday April 26  I see the first swallow, a male. Wednesday night there were two. 
 
1-19 June 1976 
Went to Lethbridge Saturday morning June 19 for Han's birthday. Went to Waterton Park, where LeeAnn, 
Han's oldest, went to ‘park’ [camp perhaps?]. Sunday in the First Church of Lethbridge heard Cand. 
Stewart about 1 Thess. 1. Monday at Kees van ‘t Land. 
 
5 August 1976 
At 11:45 at night Gerrit died in the Alberta Hospital near Edmonton, in his sleep, sitting in a chair. I was 
home alone with Laura Groot, Bertha's daughter, and was called about it at midnight. Arranging everything 
will take a great deal of care. 
Mother had gone to Holland for four weeks on July 25 and returned on August 21. 
 
23-31 August 1976 
Aunt Aal wrote that they had hail in the South, with 75% of the crop hailed out. 
 
4-5 September 1976 
Kees v. 'T Land and aunt Aal come here and leave again Monday morning 6 September. 
 
11-23 October 1976 
Wilco and Audrey install tiles in the kitchen of the trailer. 
 
25 October - 6 November 1976 
I was able to do some digging in the garden  almost every day. 
 
20 November - December 4 1976 
Jan butchered a Charolais steer on November 18. It looked good in terms of meat and fat. Had some barley 
chop once a day for only the last few weeks, otherwise only grass. Dressed weight was 720 lb.. 
 
6-11 December 1976 
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Monday morning fine snow, which continues all day and results in a nice layer of snow. Jan’s boys can use 
their snowmobile for the first time this winter. 
 
10-30 January 1977 
According to the newspapers, the US has a winter like  never seen before. They had snow even in Miami. 
In addition, a shortage of natural gas, which meant that in many places factories and schools had to close. 
TIME  reports cases of people frozen to death. 
 
19-26 March 1977 
Saw a whole couple of starlings on Sunday March 20, on the farm of G. Riopel; a few days later we also 
saw a couple here.  
 
28 March - 2 April 1977 
Jennifer Groot and Janet Visser are here this week, until Friday. Friday night Bertha, together with Jaap 
and Avlyn, will pick them up. again. All week there have been crows and flocks of starlings. 
 
8 April 1977 
Good Friday. According to news reports on TV, it was 78F in Edmonton today. Images were shown of 
ladies sunbathing in their shorts and bare legs in parks in Edmonton. 
 
17-23 April 1977 
Harriet Moes is in hospital in Edmonton with a brain tumor. Cancer. According to the doctors, her 
condition is extremely serious, Friday night heard first robin sing from a distance, in the bush. Saturday 
morning I also saw robins along the road. 
 
24-30 April 1977 
Everywhere it is now full of singing robins. Tuesday morning also spotted some red-winged blackbirds 
along the road. 
 
1-7 May 1977 
Towards night May 2 saw the first swallows on the farm, three together. 
 
15-21 May 1977 
Sunday afternoon May 15 rain, rain, and more rain, and cold. The rain turns into snow overnight, about 4 
inches  this morning. Shrubs with thin branches were bent almost to the ground, everything was in full leaf 
and can hardly bear the heavy load of snow. The robins don't sing. A few days later the snow is all gone 
again. 
 
29 May - 11 June 1977 
Saturday May 31 is Uncle Kees and Aunt Aal’s 45th wedding anniversary. Friday we go to Lethbridge, 
where we stay with Han until Tuesday morning. Saturday June 11 Willem sprayed quackgrass in the 
garden. 
 
12-30 June 1977 
Tuesday 14 June, J. van Doesburg and wife from Holland visit here with son Wim and his wife. 
Went to Han on June 19 for his birthday. Gave him an electric grandfather's clock. Han is moving back to 
Edmonton this year. 
 
27 July 1977 
On Wednesday J. Hovestad and his wife from Rhenen visit here with son Arie and wife Jane and a few 
children from Fort Saskatchewan. Jaap with his wife and children will be here a few weeks. We have all 
kinds of peas to eat from the garden now, July 28.  
 
28 July - 6 August 1977 
Went to Wilco's birthday, gave him a picnic table. 
 
6-27 August 1977 
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Bill Groot, Bertha and some of their children (Helen, Marian, and Jennifer) have gone to Holland this year. 
Willem and his family are in Oregon in the US for a while (he has a sabbatical year). Han has returned to 
work for AGT in Edmonton and has bought a house there again. The sale of his house in Lethbridge is not 
going very well yet. 
 
6-16 September 1977 
On August 22, Bartus Veldhuizen, Burgessville, Onrario, died suddenly. We received the funeral notice 
around September 2; I wrote to the widow on September 9. On Friday 9 September I watched for swallows 
but didn't see any. In the beginning of the week they were still here. 
 
24 September 1977 
Sunday September 24 we visited Bertha. When we left Sunday morning it was raining here. When we were 
in church in Edmonton in the afternoon it was pouring rain,  heavy rain and loud on the roof. 
 
3-8 October 1977 
Sunday evening 2 October family together at Jan and Sophie's house to celebrate Sophie's and Mother's 
birthday. 
 
6 October 1977 
Sent a letter to Evert van den Born, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Enclosed photos of old great-grandmother from 
Huizen, grandfather Jan van den Born, ourselves, and of the mill in Achterberg. Jaap and Avlyn here for 
mother's birthday. 
 
23 October - 8 November 1977 
Sunday afternoon Aart van Zeggelaar and wife were here with Henry. 
 
7-13 November 1977 
Remembrance Day (November 11) Wilco was here with wife and children. In April they expect another 
small one. 
 
28 November - 3 December 1977 
Monday evening 29 November Willem came to visit here in the evening. He's on a sabbatical year in 
Oregon, USA. but has to work here for a few days at the university in Edmonton. On December 1 Mother 
goes to visit Bertha for a few days. 
 
4-17 December 1977 
Last Saturday  I fell in the snow when going down the driveway at Jan's house. Foot was sprained badly, 
so I could not walk the first few days and mostly stayed in the house. 
 
25-31 December 1977 
Sunday evening 25 December at Jan’s for supper. Monday 26 December quietly at home; no visitors. 
Tuesday 27 December at Wilco’s in Fort Saskatchewan. All the children are there except Willem who is in 
the States. Of the grandchildren, Laura, Donald, and Jennifer Groot, Hans's children, Jan's Dougie and 
Wilco’s children. Jan and Sophie and mother and I went there together in one car. 
 
1-7 January 1978 
On January 3 the funeral of Jimmy Young, who died when his skidoo hit a power pole opposite Jim 
Lecky's the evening of December 30. 
 
15-22 January 1978 
Saturday 21 January Wilco and family visit. Sunday 22 January Jaap and family are here. 
 
1-4 February 1978 
Went to the bank in St. Albert  February 1; received $13,000 in savings bonds and deposited them in 
safety deposit box No. 5, key 23. The box is in both our names; Willem is also authorized to open it. Key 
23 is in the centre drawer of my desk. Went on immediately with mother to Bertha. 
 
19-26 February 1978 
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Sunday 19 February went to Han for Audrey's birthday on February 15. 
 
26 February - 4 March 1978 
Sunday evening the children are all here with in-laws except Willem who is in US, for my 75th birthday 
celebration, which was a beautiful evening. Monday morning Willem calls from Oregon. 
 
12-18 March 1978 
Visited Vander Leest after church on March 12. 
 
26 March - 1 April 1978 
Mother left last week Thursday with Bertha and Jaap and Bill Groot and some of their children to visit 
Willem in Oregon. 
 
16-30 April 1978 
Sunday April 30 went to Jaap for his birthday which is this coming Monday. Other children from 
Edmonton were there also. Went to Maranatha Church in the morning, at night to First Church. 
 
30 May 1978 
In the morning we get a call from Margo de Jong that Mrs. Van Zalen has died, in Holland. They went 
there and almost immediately after they got there Mrs. Van Zalen had a hemorrhage . She ended up in the 
hospital in Dokkum. There she found to have leukemia. After a few days, she improved a bit, she 
recognized people again and could say yes and no. Later she had another hemorrhage which she did not 
survive. The body was sent to Canada by plane and and she was buried here in Westlock. 
 
2-9 July 1978 
Sunday evening July 9 Bertha and her husband come here with Peter Brons, son of Jan Brons in 
Zwartebroek and married to Marrie Ramshorst (daughter of Nen's sister Eef  in Nijkerk). Also Marrie’s 
brother, Lubbert Ramshorst and his wife. 
Monday afternoon July 10, Cees van 't Land and Aal and also Riek van' t Land will come here, with the 
plan to go to Banff next day. Thunderstorms in the afternoon bring heavy rain; before midnight it gets 
worse with still heavier rain, the barometer drops back even further. Instead of going to Banff, Cees and Aal 
decide to go back home. The radio states that in Edmonton the situation is catastrophic, with up to 4 feet 
of water in some underpasses, bridges closed, people encouraged to stay at home. According to the radio, 
they had 4 inches of rain in Edmonton. Many basements flooded, a lot of water damage here and there, 
roads very muddy. 
 
9-29 July 1978 
I used Tuesday to do some cleaning up in the office, otherwise I worked in the garden every day. Tuesday 
July 25 we went to Bertha's birthday, and brought a box of stainless steel knives for her. 
 
30 July - 5 August 1978 
This week Jaap came to put new shingles on the office. When he finished that he started putting in new 
ceiling tiles. 
 
7-12 August 1978 
On Friday Jaap will finish the ceiling in the office. It had been leaking for some time and there was a big 
hole in it, but now it is all fixed again. 
 
14-19 August 1978 
Jan and Sophie with Terry and Dougie are on vacation, to the fair in Westlock. 
 
1-9 September 1978 
I still saw swallows on September 7. The seventh chicken house is being built. The roof is on, the 
shingles not quite yet. 
 
10-23 September 1978 
There are still swallows flying around. They may be young ones; I saw some yesterday on a power line 
that still had yellow edges around their jaws. On the way to Busby on Wednesday 13 September we saw a 
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few more swallows, just east of Knaga's. Thursday September 14 there were some on the power line just 
south of Pipke. On the way back from Busby they flew around there a bit. There is none left on the farm 
here. 
Mother went to Bertha’s this week, from Tuesday morning to Thursday night. 
 
15 October 1978 
Went to Bertha where the other children also came for the postponed celebration of mom's birthday. 
According to Bill Groot, he hoped to harvest the last potatoes the next day. 
 
15 October - 5 November 1978 
Van Zalen is in hospital with stomach ulcer. 
 
5-12 November 1978 
Van Zalen is still in the hospital this week. Saturday afternoon Jaap and family and Han and family visit. 
Han brings his trailer here because of lack of space at his house. Mother still has an ulcer on her leg. 
 
12-19 November 1978 
Van Zalen is now at Royal Alex hospital in Edmonton. X-rays indicate an ulcer in his abdomen that needs 
surgery. Brian of Wilco is operated on his leg and has to be in a cast for 6 weeks. Van Zalen's ailment 
appears to have to do with cancer. 
 
26 November - 2 December 1978 
Bertha and Bill Groot visit here. 
 
16-23 December 1978 
Went to St. Albert Thursday December 21 and visited the Gervais family. On Friday went there again and 
visited a few people. Sometimes had trouble finding the addresses; it was dark, windy and snowy, so I 
went home early. The roads are all very slippery here. 
 
24-31 December 1978 
Christmas Day Mother and I visited Willem. In the morning to West End Church where Rev. Pols 
preached on the first verses of John 1. It was striking that ‘Glory to God‘ [Ere zij God] was sung in Dutch 
by the whole congregation. Next year they really should make a recording of it. 
 
1-31 January 1979 
Bertha and Jaap and Avlyn bring Jennifer and Jackie and Chris here for a week's stay. 
 
1-28 February 1979 
On my birthday, Bertha and Bill Groot and Bill and Dixie were here in the evening. Wilco and Audrey 
came Saturday afternoon, and Han and Audrey in late afternoon. Sunday evening Jaap and Avlyn came. 
 
18-25 March 1979 
Sunday March 18 Rev. J. Visscher says farewell to the Westlockcongregation. He is going to Kentville, 
Nova Scotia this week. 
 
25-31 March 1979 
Jaap and Avlyn to Vancouver. Chris here with us this week. 
 
15-21 April 1979 
On Easter Sunday April 15 Bill and Dixie with Mark and Elaine visit. Mother is going with them to 
Edmonton with the plan to go to Bertha’s tomorrow to go and buy some new clothes for her trip to 
Holland about a month from now. 
When we were moving chickens, Jan was scratched in his eye by one of them. It was very close to his 
nose, still in the white of his eyes. Doug immediately took him to the Emergency in the hospital in 
Edmonton where it was examined and treated. It's not in the most risky part of the eye, so happily it is not 
too bad and he could come home again. 
 
4-19 May 1979 
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Thursday May 17 I saw the first swallows here. 
 
30 May 1979 
Tuesday afternoon May 30,  I brought mother to Willem. Wednesday afternoon at 2:05 pm she will go to 
Holland by plane, with Karen. Trip of Mother and Karen to Holland went well. Mother stayed in Holland 
all of June and arrived back in Edmonton on July 1. Willem brought her to Busby the same evening. 
Writing in this diary has been stalled for some time. I am writing this the evening of July 23. 
 
23 July - 27 September 1979 
I am writing this in the evening September 27. The situation with Van Zalen has remained poor. Last year 
around November he had his stomach and spleen taken out. A while ago they said he had liver cancer. He 
was nursed mostly at home by his daughter Kathie. He is terribly thin and it is actually surprising that he 
is still alive. In his spiritual life he sometimes is in doubt. Most of the time he cannot sleep well at night 
and then sleeps more during the day. A few days ago he suddenly had a lot of pain and was taken to the 
hospital in Westlock. It turned out to be constipation, which they could take care of. 
Candidate van der Wekken has received a call from our church in Westlock; he has accepted the call and 
wants to live in Westlock, where a house has been found for him this week. 
 
27 September - 8 October 1979 
Van Zalen is still alive; we usually go there every week. If you see him, you wonder how is it possible that 
he is still alive. Friday 5 October we visited him for a while in the Westlock Hospital. The door of his 
room had a small note: “sleeping”. A nurse went to have a look but he was still asleep. We walked into his 
room, just as he woke up. His mind was still excellent, he still knew us well and could still talk, but it 
soon tired him, he said. Actually he longs for the end. 
Last night during supper, a partridge suddenly flew through the window of our trailer, which shattered 
completely. With difficulty we got a different window for it. The partridge managed to escape, even though 
Dougie van Jan tried to catch it. It seemed he had a little headache as a result of his accident. 
We celebrated Mother's birthday last week Sunday at Bertha's, where children and grandchildren got 
together. Karen van Willem and Mark had picked us up. Jan and Sophie came to pick us up to take us 
home again. In the morning we had been to the West End church. 
 
8-20 October 1979 
With Van Zalen it has continued to go downhill. Thursday October 18 evening at 7:45 he died. He will be 
buried Tuesday 23 October. Thursday evening 18 October Wilco and Audrey and children visited here. 
During the week, Denis Van der Wekken, the future pastor of our church, arrived in Westlock with his 
family, Sunday 20 October he and his family were in church; Rev. Boonstra from Edmonton preached 
about the covenant on the basis of a text from Hebrews 6. 
Funeral service for J. Van Zalen Sr. was Tuesday at 2, led by Rev. Vriend from Neerlandia, who preached 
on Psalm 27 and Hebrews 8:18. At the cemetery, Candidate Vander Wekken took over. The weather was 
good, there was no wind, and the sun was just beginning to break through. There were a lot of people, 
funeral home was about full. 
 
21-31 October 1979 
Saturday afternoon 27 October Jaap came and took us to Edmonton in the evening, so we could attend the 
Reformation Day service at the Jubilee Auditorium on Sunday. Willem brought us home again Sunday 
night. Bertha and Bill Groot and Dixie also came along to Busby. Rev. Henry De Moor of First Church in 
Edmonton delivered the sermon, in which he emphasized the way in which, in his view, church life needed 
to be reformed. 
 
7-21 November 1979 
Willem and Dixie, Bertha and Bill Groot leave for a trip to Australia. 
 
25 November - 1 December 1979 
Saturday afternoon Wilco with family and Han with family are here. 
 
15-31 December 1979 
I recently said to the postmaster on such a beautiful day: "Winter is over". “But don’t sell your jacket yet”, 
he said. Christmas Day we had dinner with Jan and Sophie; Boxing Day Jaap was here with Jackie and 
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Chris and Jennifer from Bertha. The whole family was together Saturday afternoon at Han's in Edmonton. 
They were all there except Laura and Donald. Han and Audrey had the place looking beautiful; actually 
there was a luxury on display in the house that we as elderly people can hardly imagine, when we think 
back to our early years, a luxury towards which the younger generation aspires and that may well be one of 
the major causes of today's inflation. And what will today’s world bring? Have the signs of the times 
begun to be fulfilled? And will the world dictator anti-christ gradually emerge?  
This morning 31 December the radio announced that Russian troops have invaded Afghanistan. The 
Russians work very sensibly, from their point of view. Not too much at once, practically without war, and 
so, step by step, they occupy many strategic points in the Middle East. 
 
4-16 February 1980 
We have not actually seen a winter as mild as this one before. It is now mid-February; are we going to get 
any serious winter? On Monday, Mother went with Jan to Bertha and today, Friday night, she came back 
again with Jan. Han and Audrey and little Craig are coming this afternoon. 
 
18-23 February 1980 
Today is election time for the federal government. The main candidates, Trudeau for the Liberals, Joe Clark 
for Progressives, Broadbent for NDP. The election was won by Trudeau, almost entirely through votes 
from the East (Ontario, Quebec, etc.). Hardly any liberal representatives from the west. 
. 
  
25 February - 1 March 1980 
On the west side of the office a lot of bees are already out in the sun; as soon as they fly and get into the 
shade, however, things go wrong and they drop into the snow and die. Some bijenvreters (chickadees) 
happily eat them; the Dutch name for them (bijenvreters) says something about their nature. During all our 
years in Canada we have  never actually experienced such a mild winter. Some time ago when I got the 
mail in the morning, I said to the postmaster, for fun, “The winter is over." "But don't sell your jacket 
yet," he said to me. I have told him recently that I am now stuck with it, that nobody wants to buy it 
anymore. 
Saturday March 1 Han was here with his family for my birthday. Saturday March 1 it was especially nice, 
with spring-like weather, and the children played outside. 
 
2-14 March 1980 
From Saturday to Sunday (March 2) there was a big change. Snowstorm all day Sunday and much cooler, 
with a lot of wind. Wilco still made it through with family for a birthday visit. We didn't go to church 
because of the weather. 
 
15-31 March 1980 
This afternoon, March 26, Bertha and Bill Groot came for a visit. There is a skunk under our trailer that we 
have seen a few times before, and that we also can smell on the south side.  
 
23 April - 17 May 1980 
In April, young women were out sometimes in sun dresses already in Westlock, and in May it has often 
been as hot as in mid-summer. 
 
19-31 May 1980 
May 20 was the date of the Quebec referendum on the provincial government proposal that it be authorized 
to negotiate independence of the province. The people voted against the proposal 3 to 2, to general relief. 
At the same time, however, there was a strong push for constitutional reform.  
Early this week Ted, Annie Edwards’ brother who was living with them and always drank a lot, died 
suddenly. He will be buried in Busby on May 23. Laura Groot came here May 23. On May 24 she will go 
to Moes with Mother. 
 
1-7 June 1980 
Mom went to Edwards for a Women's Institute meeting. She decided to walk, since driving there on that 
muddy road was quite risky. Just after 5 pm pouring rain again, from the north. In the meantime Mother 
had come home already. 
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8-14 June 1980 
Saturday, June 14, Bertha and Bill Groot have been married 25 years. 
 
1-19 July 1980 
I'm writing this Saturday afternoon July 19. Last night Jaap and his wife and Jackie were here. A few days 
ago Wilco with wife and children, last Sunday Han with wife and children, before that Willem, Bertha, 
etc., so we have had quite a few visitors. 
 
19 July - 26 August 1980 
August 7 I had a ‘mild stroke’ during the night, in the bathroom. Blood pressure was much too high, as a 
result of eating too much salt. Fortunately there was no serious paralysis, but I can feel that my ability to 
speak is affected a bit, and also my energy level. Writing also is more difficult. 
 
27August - 8 September 1980 
Friday, September 5 was the day we have been married 50 years. During the day things were quiet, but in 
the evening the children were all together with us at Jan and Sophie’s house. Jaap was not there, he was in 
Grand Rapids to continue his studies, but he phoned in the evening. It was a wonderful evening, with no 
chance to be bored. First there was a short meal. Jan started playing a few records of hymns sung at past 
parties; they sounded very nice. Slides of events in earlier years also brought a lot of fun. After that we did 
a lot of singing, with Bertha playing on Jan's piano. First some Dutch school songs from earlier years, then 
quite a few hymns. Jan recorded everything on tape, and soon we could already hear ourselves again. All in 
all a wonderful evening.  
The Sunday church service also included mention of our 50th anniversary. The pastor preached on part of 
John 5: 6, "Do you want to be healed?" There were congratulations and singing for us in the coffee room. 
Our children all agreed that our pastor had organized the service well. His sermon also was viewed 
favourably. After the service we were all together again for a while at Jan and Sophie's house. Monday 
evening James Edwards and Annie and Pete Platzner came to visit, and that was the end of the festivities. 
 
26 September - 18 October 1980 
I have been in the Misericordia hospital for prostate surgery, done by Dr. Ramage at 8:30 in the morning 
on Wednesday 1 October. It took about an hour and I could barely feel it with local anesthetic. Hospital 
aftercare such as bladder flushes, enema, and the like caused more pain than the surgery itself. Thursday 9 
October I came home again. Jan and Sophie picked me up. Mother had stayed in Edmonton, first with Han 
and Audrey, later with Willem and Dixie. I have lost quite a bit of weight, and feel weaker also. According 
to the doctor I have to take it very easy and not exert myself the first two weeks. 
 
13 October 1980 
Thanksgiving Day, October 13, it starts to rain as I write this, at 4:40 pm, rain mixed with sleet.  
Wilco and family came for a visit after supper.  
 
19-26 October 1980 
Regular night frosts this week, but dry during the day. Here and there a bit of threshing is being done but 
not much. Sunday morning 26 October there is a nice layer of snow. 
 
27 October- 7 November 1980 
The snow disappeared in a few days. Soon after, we had a warmer day with fairly strong wind and it soon 
dried up a bit. It stayed dry until Wednesday 5 November but on Thursday things went the wrong way 
again. Dark and cloudy sky, with rain. 
 
[NOTE: This was the last entry in the diary. Dad died in his sleep during the night of 9 November 1980 
and was buried in the Westlock cemetery on 12 November]  


